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Division I. Offenses Against the Person 

Chapter 9.08

SALE AND DISPLAY OF NARCOTIC AND 
OTHER PARAPHERNALIA

Sections: 
9.08.010 Purpose.
9.08.020 Minors.
9.08.030 Minors – Excluded.
9.08.040 Sale and display rooms.
9.08.050 Sale and display rooms – Nuisance.

9.08.010 Purpose. 
The display of drug and narcotic paraphernalia

in business establishments, open to the public and
frequented by minors, tends to induce acquisition
and use by minors for smoking, injecting or con-
sumption of controlled substances. Possession and
use of controlled substances are prohibited or lim-
ited by the Controlled Substances Act, California
Health and Safety Code, Section 11000, et seq. It is
the intent and purpose of this chapter to eliminate
the exposure of minors to such devices and,
thereby, curb the sale to and use of illicit and harm-
ful drugs and narcotics to and by minors in the
interests of their mental and physical health. [Ord.
788 § 1, 1980.] 

9.08.020 Minors. 
No owner, manager, proprietor or other person

in charge of any room in any place of business sell-
ing, or displaying for the purpose of sale, any
device, contrivance, instrument or paraphernalia
used, altered or modified for the purpose of smok-
ing, injecting or consuming marijuana, hashish,
PCP, or any controlled substance, as defined in the
Health and Safety Code of the State of California,
other than prescription drugs, as well as roach clips
and rollers designed for the smoking of the forego-
ing, shall allow or permit any person under the age
of 18 years to be, remain in, enter or visit such
room unless such minor person is accompanied by
one of his or her parents, or by his or her legal
guardian. [Ord. 788 § 1, 1980.] 

9.08.030 Minors – Excluded. 
A person under the age of 18 years shall not be,

remain in, enter or visit any room in any place used

for the sale or displaying for sale devices, contriv-
ances, instruments or paraphernalia used, altered or
modified for the purpose of smoking, injecting or
consuming marijuana, hashish, PCP, or any con-
trolled substance, other than prescription drugs and
devices to ingest or inject prescription drugs,
including roach clips and rollers designed and used
for smoking the foregoing, unless such person is
accompanied by one of his or her parents or his or
her legal guardian. [Ord. 788 § 1, 1980.] 

9.08.040 Sale and display rooms. 
A person shall not maintain, in any place of

business to which the public is invited, the display
for sale or the offering to sell of devices, contriv-
ances, instruments, or paraphernalia used, altered
or modified for the purpose of smoking, injecting
or consuming marijuana, hashish, PCP, or any con-
trolled substance, other than prescription drugs and
devices to ingest or inject prescription drugs,
including roach clips, and rollers designed and
used for the smoking of the foregoing, unless
within a separate room or enclosure to which
minors not accompanied by a parent or legal guard-
ian are excluded. Each entrance to such a room
shall be a sign posted in visible and legible words
to the effect that minors unless accompanied by a
parent or legal guardian are excluded. For the pur-
poses of this section, an “enclosure” shall mean an
area of a room separated in such a manner that no
material regulated by this section shall be visible
from any area of the room open to minors. [Ord.
788 § 1, 1980.] 

9.08.050 Sale and display rooms – Nuisance. 
The distribution or possession for the purpose of

sale, exhibition, or display in any place of business
from which minors are not excluded as set forth in
this section, and where devices, contrivances,
instruments or paraphernalia used, altered or mod-
ified for the purpose of smoking, injecting, or con-
suming marijuana, hashish, PCP, or any controlled
substance, other than prescription drugs and
devices to ingest or inject prescription drugs,
including roach clips and rollers designed and used
for smoking the foregoing, is hereby declared to be
a public nuisance, and may be abated pursuant to
the provisions of Section 731 of the Code of Civil
Procedure of the State of California. This remedy
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is in addition to any other remedy provided by law,
including the penalty provisions of this code. [Ord.
788 § 1, 1980.] 

Division II. Offenses Against Public 
Health and Safety 

Chapter 9.16

SWIMMING AND WADING

Sections: 
9.16.010 Prohibited acts.

9.16.010 Prohibited acts. 
It is unlawful for any person to bathe, swim or

wade in the waters at the Pittsburg fishing access
area (boat launching ramp) or within the area
described as follows: 

Bounded on the east by the northerly extension
of the easterly line of York Street; on the south by
the easterly extension of the northerly line of Cody
Street; on the west by the easterly line of Cutter
Street; and on the north by a line parallel to, and
300 feet north by right angle measurement from,
the easterly extension of the northerly line of Cody
Street. [1937 Code § 572.] 
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Chapter 9.20

FIREWORKS

Sections: 
9.20.010 Prohibitions.

9.20.010 Prohibitions. 
It is unlawful for any person to purchase, sell or

light any fireworks in the city. For the purposes of
this section, “fireworks” means: 

A. All articles commonly known as fireworks
including firecrackers; 

B. All kinds of “sparklers” using wooden han-
dles; all trick or shooting matches, trick cigars,
shooting or flying arrows, house afire, and all bal-
loons containing fire or explosives. [1937 Code
§ 558.] 

Chapter 9.24

ALARM SYSTEMS

Sections: 
9.24.010 Purpose.
9.24.020 Definitions.
9.24.030 Exemptions.
9.24.040 Registration of alarm agents.
9.24.050 Requirements – Registration – 

Technical standards – Posting.
9.24.060 Prohibitions.
9.24.070 Enforcement.
9.24.080 Miscellaneous provisions.
9.24.090 False alarm fee.
9.24.100 Preventative assessment – Collection 

process.

9.24.010 Purpose. 
False alarms pose a hazard to police officers and

the general public, divert police officers from use-
ful duties and therefore cause a waste of police ser-
vices. The purpose of this chapter is to reduce or
eliminate the incident of false alarms. [Ord. 867
§ 1, 1985.] 

9.24.020 Definitions. 
A. “Alarm agent” means a person employed by

an alarm company operator whose duties include
selling on premises, altering, installing, maintain-
ing, moving, repairing, replacing, servicing,
responding or monitoring an alarm system, or a
person who manages or supervises the duties
described. “Alarm company operator” means a
person who engages in business or accepts employ-
ment to install, maintain, alter, sell on premises,
monitor, or service alarm systems or who responds
to alarm systems (except for an alarm agent).
“Alarm company operator,” however, does not
include a business which merely sells on premises,
monitors, or responds to alarm systems at the pro-
tected premises. 

B. “Alarm systems” means equipment which is
intended to notify persons of an emergency requir-
ing urgent attention and to which police are
expected to respond. The term “alarm system”
includes equipment which is designed to (1) detect
an emergency, or (2) to be activated by a person to
report an emergency. 
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C. “Alarm user” means (1) a person who owns
or is entitled to possession of any premises on
which an alarm system has been installed; or (2) a
person subscribing or contracting with an alarm
business for the leasing, servicing or monitoring of
an alarm system. In the case of corporate or other
users which are not natural persons, the natural per-
son who has a managerial responsibility for the
premises where the alarm is located shall be
deemed the “alarm user.” “Alarm user” includes a
county, school district and any other public corpo-
ration or district. 

D. “Audible alarm” means an alarm system
which, when activated, generates a sound which is
audible outside the structure where the system is
located. 

E. “Central station alarm system” means an
alarm system which, when activated, generates a
signal or transmission to a station outside the struc-
ture where the alarm was generated (which station
then notifies Delta Regional Communications
Center of the alarm). 

F. “Emergency” means a situation which poses
an immediate threat to persons or property. An
“emergency” includes an unlawful entry onto pre-
mises or an attempted unlawful entry, the commis-
sion of a crime, the existence of a fire, or the
occurrence of a serious medical problem.

G. “False alarm” means an activated alarm or
alarm signal from any alarm which is responded to
by the police department but for which no emer-
gency situation exists or where there is no evidence
to indicate that there was an emergency situation as
determined by the responding officer. 

False alarms are excessive if, after written notice
from the police department that the system has
generated a false alarm, the system then generates
two or more false alarms within any 30-day period
within a year. Any number of false alarms within a
24-hour period, however, are deemed one false
alarm under this chapter. [Ord. 993 § 1, 1990; Ord.
867 § 1, 1985.] 

9.24.030 Exemptions. 
Unless otherwise stated, this chapter does not

apply to the following: 
A. An alarm on an automobile, boat, boat

trailer, house trailer, or recreational vehicle; 
B. A fire alarm; 
C. An alarm generated by:

1. A severe storm or earthquake or other vio-
lent act of nature; or

2. The interruption of telephone service
between premises (“trouble status alarm”). [Ord.
867 § 1, 1985.] 

9.24.040 Registration of alarm agents. 
A. Under Business and Professions Code Sec-

tion 7592 et seq., each alarm agent is required to
register with the Department of Consumer Affairs,
Bureau of Collection and Investigative Services. 

B. An alarm agent doing business in the city
shall register his name with the police department
and file a copy of his state identification card. No
fee is charged for registration in the city. [Ord. 867
§ 1, 1985.] 

9.24.050 Requirements – Registration – 
Technical standards – Posting. 

A. Registration and Alarm Systems. An alarm
user shall register his alarm system with the police
department at least 24-hours before the system is
activated.

1. Information. An alarm user shall provide
registration information on a form provided by the
city. The information shall include the names and
telephone numbers of at least two persons who can
respond to the premises where the alarm occurred.
A subscriber to a central station alarm system shall
also provide the two names and phone numbers to
that central system.

2. Prior Installations. An alarm user whose
alarm system was installed before the effective
date of this chapter shall register the alarm system
within 90 days, or 15 days after notification of the
registration requirement by the city, whichever is
sooner. 

B. Technical Standards.
1. Backup Power Supply. Each alarm system

shall be supplied with a backup power supply in
such a manner that the interruption or failure of the
normal utility electric service will not activate the
alarm system. The backup power supply must be
capable of operating for at least four hours. The
transfer of power must occur in a manner which
does not activate the alarm.

2. Automatic Deactivation of Audible
Alarms. Each audible alarm system shall be
designed to deactivate the sound within 30 min-
utes. An audible alarm system which has a cutoff



9-7

PITTSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE 9.24.100

and a rearming phase must be able to distinguish
between an open and closed circuit. If the circuit is
broken, the system must be designed so that it will
not rearm.

3. Prior Installations. An alarm user whose
alarm system was installed before the effective
date of this chapter shall comply with these techni-
cal standards within six months after receiving
notice from the city. 

C. Posting. If an alarm user with an audible
alarm has contracted with an alarm company for
continuous monitoring service, the alarm user shall
post the 24-hour contact phone number in a con-
spicuous place readable from ground level. [Ord.
983 § 1, 1990; Ord. 867 § 1, 1985.] 

9.24.060 Prohibitions. 
A. No person may install or operate an audible

alarm system which emits a sound similar to that of
an emergency siren or civil defense warning sys-
tem. This excludes yelps, warbles and bells. 

B. No person shall install, use or maintain an
alarm system which automatically selects a city,
police department or other public agency telephone
number and plays a prerecorded message to report
an emergency without the agency’s prior written
consent. 

C. No person shall install, use or maintain an
alarm system or operate, manage, maintain or use
the premises on which the alarm system is located
in any manner which causes the alarm system to
generate excessive false alarms. [Ord. 867 § 1,
1985.] 

9.24.070 Enforcement. 
A. It is an infraction for a person to violate or

fail to comply with this chapter. An infraction is
punishable by:

1. A fine not exceeding $50.00 for a first vio-
lation;

2. A fine not exceeding $75.00 for a second
violation of the same ordinance within one year;

3. A fine not exceeding $100.00 for each
additional violation of the same ordinance within
one year. 

B. In addition to the penalty in subsection (A)
of this section and if there are excessive false
alarms at a premises, the chief of police may place
the premises on “probationary, low priority
response status” or on “no response” status after

written notification to the alarm user. [Ord. 983
§ 2, 1990; Ord. 867 § 1, 1985.] 

9.24.080 Miscellaneous provisions. 
A. Additional Rules and Regulations. The chief

of police may adopt rules and regulations consid-
ered necessary to ensure conformance to this chap-
ter. 

B. Limitation. The city is under no special duty
or obligation to an alarm user or any other person
by reason of any provision of this chapter or privi-
leges of an alarm user hereunder, including, but not
limited to, any defects in or response to an alarm.
[Ord. 867 § 1, 1985.] 

9.24.090 False alarm fee. 
A. For every false alarm in excess of two within

any 30-day period or in excess of eight within any
12-month period, the alarm user shall pay a false
alarm fee. 

B. The amount of the false alarm fee shall be
established by council resolution. 

C. For purposes of this section, all false alarms
occurring within a 24-hour period are considered
one false alarm. 

D. If the alarm user’s premises is placed on
“probationary low priority response” status or “no
response” status as provided in PMC 9.24.070(B),
the city may not impose a false alarm fee. [Ord. 993
§ 2, 1990.] 

9.24.100 Preventative assessment – 
Collection process. 

A. The city may refuse to issue a business
license renewal of a business from which the false
alarm fee is due until the fee is paid. 

B. Failure to pay the false alarm fee is a debt
owed to the city. The city may bring an action for
the collection of the debt. 

C. The debt bears interest at the rate of nine per-
cent a year. Interest accrues from the due date
stated on the billing. [Ord. 993 § 2, 1990.] 
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Division III. Offenses Against Public Decency

Chapter 9.28

PUBLIC INTOXICATION AND DRINKING1

Sections: 
9.28.010 Consumption of alcoholic beverages 

in public places.
9.28.020 Consumption of alcoholic beverages 

on privately owned parking lot.
9.28.030 Consumption of alcoholic beverages 

near premises from which alcoholic 
beverages are sold.

9.28.040 Persons under the influence of liquor 
or drugs in public prohibited.

9.28.050 Exceptions.
9.28.060 Definitions.
9.28.070 Permit requirements.
9.28.080 No mandatory duty of care.
9.28.090 Preemption by state law.
9.28.100 Violation an infraction.
9.28.110 Severability.

9.28.010 Consumption of alcoholic beverages 
in public places. 

No person may consume any alcoholic beverage
upon any public property including, but not limited
to, a street, alley, sidewalk, parking lot, park, pic-
nic area, plaza, greenbelt or other public area; or in
the entrance way to any building, which entrance
way is open to view from the public street, without
first obtaining a permit as provided in PMC
9.28.070. [Ord. 1134 § 1, 1997; Ord. 865 § 1,
1984; 1937 Code § 536.] 

9.28.020 Consumption of alcoholic beverages 
on privately owned parking lot. 

No person may consume any alcoholic beverage
while upon a privately owned automobile parking
lot to which the public is invited and permitted and
open to view from a public street unless an excep-
tion exists under PMC 9.28.050 or unless a permit

is first obtained pursuant to PMC 9.28.070. [Ord.
1134 § 2, 1997; Ord. 865 § 1, 1984; 1937 Code
§ 536.2.] 

9.28.030 Consumption of alcoholic beverages 
near premises from which alcoholic 
beverages are sold. 

A. Prohibited Activity. Provided notice is
posted in accordance with subsections (B) through
(D) of this section, no person shall consume any
alcoholic beverage on the sidewalk, parking lot
adjacent to or on the premises of any place where
alcoholic beverages are sold for off-site consump-
tion. 

B. Posting. The operator of premises where
alcoholic beverages are sold for off-site consump-
tion shall post in a clear and visible manner written
notices indicating to customers and to other per-
sons that the consumption of alcoholic beverages
on the premises, adjacent parking lot and sidewalk
is prohibited. 

C. Form of Notice. Each notice shall read sub-
stantially as follows: 

Consumption of alcoholic beverages on
these premises and any adjacent parking
lot and sidewalk is prohibited. Pittsburg
Municipal Code Section 9.28.030. 

D. Approval. The operator shall obtain the prior
approval of the Pittsburg police department regard-
ing the size, form, location and number of notices. 

E. Exception. As provided in state law, this sec-
tion shall not apply to a private residential parking
lot which is immediately adjacent to the premises
from which alcoholic beverages are sold. [Ord.
1134 § 3, 1997; Ord. 865 § 1, 1984; 1937 Code
§ 536.3.] 

9.28.040 Persons under the influence of 
liquor or drugs in public prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person under the influence
of intoxicating liquor, or any drug, or the combined
influence of intoxicating liquor and any drug, to
wilfully appear, remain or be in or on any private
premises or in any private house to the annoyance
of any other person. [Ord. 865 § 1, 1984.] 1. For statutory provisions regulating, inter alia, the

consumption of intoxicating beverages on public
school grounds, see Business and Professions Code
§ 25608; for the provisions prohibiting public intox-
ication, see Penal Code § 647.
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9.28.050 Exceptions. 
PMC 9.28.010, 9.28.020 and 9.28.070 shall not

apply to a use or activity that is sponsored or hosted
by the city. [Ord. 1134 § 4, 1997; Ord. 865 § 1,
1984.] 

9.28.060 Definitions. 
As used in this chapter: 
A. “Alcoholic beverage” means alcohol, spirits,

liquor, wine, beer, and every liquid or solid con-
taining alcohol, spirits, wine or beer, and which
contains one-half of one percent or more of alcohol
by volume and which is fit for beverage purposes
either alone or when diluted, mixed, or combined
with other substances. 

B. “Open container” means a bottle, can or
other receptacle which has been opened, or a seal
broken or the contents partially removed. 

C. “Premises from which alcoholic beverages
are sold for off-site consumption” means the pre-
mises of a retail package off-sale alcoholic bever-
age licensee licensed under the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Act (Business and Professions
Code Division 9, Section 23000 et seq.). 

D. “Public area” means any public property
including, but not limited to, a street, alley, side-
walk, parking lot, park, picnic area, plaza or green-
belt. [Ord. 1134 § 5, 1997; Ord. 865 § 1, 1984.] 

9.28.070 Permit requirements. 
A. The recreation director and the chief of

police or their respective designees may issue per-
mits for the consumption of alcoholic beverages
upon receipt of a completed application filed no
less than the close of business on the third working
day prior to the event for which permission for
alcoholic beverage consumption is requested. A
processing fee shall be required for each applica-
tion in an amount established by city council reso-
lution. A person requesting permission to consume
alcoholic beverages in a public park or public rec-
reation area shall file his or her completed applica-
tion with the director of leisure services. All other
permit requests shall be filed with the chief of
police. 

B. Permits may be issued only for an individual
event or series of events and shall be valid for only
the date(s) and time(s) specified. Any permit
issued may contain conditions as to the number of
persons, the time and place for consumption of

alcoholic beverages, litter removal, security pre-
cautions, and any other condition reasonably
related to the maintenance of the public peace,
health and safety. 

C. The applicant shall contact the State Depart-
ment of Alcoholic Beverage Controls to determine
any applicable state permit requirements and
restrictions and shall comply with any and all
applicable state laws regarding consumption and
serving of alcoholic beverages. 

D. A permit may be denied for cause including,
but not limited to:

1. Prior misuse of a permit issued under this
section;

2. Prior misrepresentation of an applicant in
completing the application;

3. Simultaneous conflicting activities in
progress during the same hours at the requested
public area;

4. Failure to pay the processing fee required
with the permit application;

5. Prior alcohol-related violations of state or
local law by the applicant; or

6. Misrepresentations or falsifying informa-
tion on the permit application. 

E. The chief of police or the director of leisure
services may revoke a permit at any time if:

1. The applicant violates an alcohol-related
law;

2. The applicant violates any or all condi-
tions of the permit; or

3. The applicant’s activity authorized by the
permit constitutes a disturbance of the peace, vio-
lates the rights of others or is considered a public
nuisance. [Ord. 1134 § 6, 1997; Ord. 865 § 1,
1984.] 

9.28.080 No mandatory duty of care. 
This chapter is not intended to and shall not be

construed or given effect in a manner that imposes
upon the city, or any officer or employee thereof, a
mandatory duty of care towards persons or prop-
erty within the city or outside of the city so as to
provide a basis of civil liability for damages,
except as otherwise provided by law. [Ord. 1134
§ 7, 1997.] 

9.28.090 Preemption by state law. 
Nothing contained in this chapter shall be con-

strued as affecting the exclusive right and power of
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the state to license and regulate the manufacture,
sale, purchase, possession and transportation of
alcoholic beverages within the state or the posses-
sion or use of alcoholic beverages in or on any pub-
lic schoolhouse or grounds. [Ord. 1134 § 8, 1997.] 

9.28.100 Violation an infraction. 
A violation of this chapter is an infraction, not-

withstanding PMC 1.12.010. [Ord. 1134 § 9,
1997.] 

9.28.110 Severability. 
If any provision of this chapter or the application

thereof to any person or circumstances is held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provi-
sions or applications of the chapter which can be
given effect without the invalid provisions or appli-
cations. To this end, the provisions of this chapter
are severable. The city council declares that it
would have adopted the ordinance codified in this
chapter irrespective of the invalidity of any partic-
ular portion thereof. [Ord. 1134 § 10, 1997.] 

Chapter 9.36

DANCES AND DANCE HALLS

Sections: 
9.36.010 Dance hall – Intoxicated persons 

prohibited.
9.36.020 Dances – Public or private dance 

permit – Required.
9.36.030 Dances – Public or private dance 

permit – Application – Investigation.
9.36.060 Conducting dance with compensated 

dancing partners prohibited.
9.36.070 Employing dancing partner for 

compensation prohibited.

9.36.010 Dance hall – Intoxicated persons 
prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person owning or manag-
ing a public hall in which public dances are con-
ducted to allow or permit any intoxicated person to
enter or to remain within such hall while a public
dance is being conducted therein. [1937 Code
§ 559.] 

9.36.020 Dances – Public or private dance 
permit – Required. 

It is unlawful for any person owning or manag-
ing a public hall where public or private dances are
conducted to cause or permit any public or private
dance to be conducted in any such hall without first
obtaining from the planning commission a condi-
tional use permit pursuant to PMC Title 18. [Ord.
05-1257 § 4, 2005; 1937 Code § 561.] 

9.36.030 Dances – Public or private dance 
permit – Application – 
Investigation. 

Any person owning or managing a public hall
who desires to conduct or permit a public or private
dance in such hall shall first apply for and receive
planning commission approval of a conditional use
permit, pursuant to PMC Title 18, authorizing him
so to do. Upon receiving such an application for a
permit to conduct a public or private dance in a
public hall, the chief of police shall first make an
investigation concerning the character of the pro-
posed dance, and he shall make a recommendation
to the planning commission. The planning com-
mission shall consider the recommendation from
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the chief of police, prior to approving or denying
the conditional use permit. If approved by the plan-
ning commission, the conditional use permit shall
be valid only for the time and place specified
therein. [Ord. 05-1257 § 4, 2005; 1937 Code
§ 562.] 

9.36.060 Conducting dance with 
compensated dancing partners 
prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person, firm, association,
corporation or club to run, conduct, operate or
maintain within the city any dance where any
female person is employed to act as a dancing part-
ner for compensation or is paid a commission to
dance with or solicit any male persons to dance.
[1937 Code § 564.] 

9.36.070 Employing dancing partner for 
compensation prohibited. 

It is unlawful for any person, firm, association,
corporation or club to employ any female person to
act as a dancing partner in the city for compensa-
tion or for a commission. [1937 Code § 565.] 

Division IV. Offenses Against 
Public Peace

Chapter 9.44

NOISE1

Sections:
9.44.010 Prohibitions.

9.44.010 Prohibitions. 
It is unlawful for any person to make, continue

or cause to be made or continued any noise which
either unreasonably annoys, disturbs, injures or
endangers the comfort, repose, health, peace or
safety of others, within the limits of the city. The
following acts, among others, are declared to be
unreasonably loud, disturbing and endangering
noises in violation of this chapter, but the enumer-
ation shall not be deemed to be exclusive, namely: 

A. Horns and Signaling Devices. The sounding
of any horn or signaling device on any automobile,
motorcycle or other vehicle on any street or public
place of the city, except as a danger warning; the
creation by means of any such signaling device of
any unreasonably loud or harsh sound; and the
sounding of any such device for an unnecessary
and unreasonable period of time; 

B. Radios, Television Sets and Mechanical
Devices. The using, operating, or permitting to be
played, used or operated of any radio receiving set,
television set, jukebox, musical instrument, phono-
graph or other machine or device for the producing
or reproducing of sound in such manner as to dis-
turb the peace, quiet and comfort of the neighbor-
ing inhabitants or at any time with louder volume
than is necessary for convenient hearing for the
person or persons who are in the room, vehicle or
chamber in which such machine or device is oper-
ated and who are voluntary listeners thereto. The
operation of any such set, instrument, phonograph,
machine or device between the hours of 11:30 p.m.
and 7:00 a.m. in such a manner as to be plainly
audible at a distance of 50 feet from the building,
structure or vehicle in which it is located shall be
prima facie evidence of a violation of this section; 

1. For statutory provisions regarding disturbing the
peace, see Penal Code § 415.
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C. Loudspeakers and Amplifiers for Advertis-
ing. The playing, using, operating, or permitting to
be played, used, or operated, of any radio receiving
set, television, musical instrument, phonograph,
loudspeaker, sound amplifier, drum or other
machine or device for the producing or reproduc-
ing of sound which is cast upon the public streets
for the purpose of commercial advertising;

D. Yelling or Shouting on a Public Street. Yell-
ing, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing on the
public streets, particularly between the hours of
11:30 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. or at any time or place so
as to annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose
of persons in any office, or dwelling, hotel or other
type of residence, or of any persons in the vicinity; 

E. Yelling or Shouting in a Building or Struc-
ture. Yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or sing-
ing in a private residence or building of public
assembly between the hours of 11:30 p.m. and 7:00
a.m. in such a manner as to disturb the peace, quiet
and comfort of the neighboring inhabitants. Such
yelling, shouting, hooting, whistling or singing
plainly audible at a distance of 50 feet from the
building or structure in which such yelling, shout-
ing, hooting, whistling or singing is conducted
shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this
section; 

F. Animals and Birds. The keeping of any ani-
mal or bird which, by causing frequent or long-
continued noise, disturbs the comfort or repose of
any persons in the vicinity; 

G. Steam Whistles. The blowing of any loco-
motive, steam or air whistle or steam whistle
attached to any stationary boiler, except to give
notice of the time to begin or stop work or as a
warning of fire or danger, or upon request of proper
city authorities; 

H. Exhausts. The discharge into the open air of
the exhaust of any steam engine, motorboat, sta-
tionary internal combustion engine or motor vehi-
cle, except through a muffler or other device which
will effectively prevent loud or explosive noises
therefrom; 

I. Schools, Courts, Churches and Hospitals.
The creation of any excessive noise on any street
adjacent to any school, institution of learning,
church or court while the same is in use, or adjacent
to any hospital, which unreasonably interferes with
the workings of such institution, or which disturbs
or unduly annoys patients in the hospital, provided

conspicuous signs are displayed in such streets
indicating that the same is a school, hospital,
church or court street; 

J. Pile Drivers, Hammers and Similar Equip-
ment. The operation between the hours of 10:00
p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of any pile driver, steam shovel,
pneumatic hammer, derrick, steam or electric hoist
or other appliance, the use of which is attended by
loud or unusual noise, except in case of emergency; 

K. Blowers. The operation of any noise-creat-
ing blower or power fan or any internal combustion
engine, the operation of which causes noise due to
the explosion of operating gases or fluids, unless
the noise from such blower or fan is muffled and
such engine is equipped with a muffler device suf-
ficient to deaden such noise; 

L. Motor Vehicle Acceleration. The operation
of any motor vehicle, and particularly the rapid
acceleration thereof, so as to cause loud screeching
of tires or excessive motor noises; or the operation
of any vehicle motor in a fixed location at, or con-
tinually accelerating to, very high speeds, so as to
annoy or disturb the quiet, comfort or repose of
persons in any office, hotel, dwelling, school, store
or public recreation facility. [Ord. 668 C.S. § 12,
1974; 1937 Code § 554.] 
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Chapter 9.52

SOLICITORS

Sections: 
9.52.010 Charitable solicitations – Permit 

required.
9.52.020 Solicitations on streets.

9.52.010 Charitable solicitations – Permit 
required. 

It is unlawful for any person to go from house to
house soliciting for any charitable purpose for him-
self or for any organization without first procuring
a written permit from the chief of police of the city
so to do. The chief of police shall keep a record
showing the numbers of such permits issued by
him, to whom issued, the kind of business or pur-
pose for which issued, the date of issue and the date
of expiration of such permit. The applicant for such
permit shall furnish such other information and
data as may be required by the chief of police, and
the chief of police shall require such applicant to
furnish to the chief of police the applicant’s finger-
prints, which shall be retained on file. No permit
granted or issued under this section shall be assign-
able or transferable nor authorize any person not
therein named to transact the business. 

Any person holding a permit under this section
shall produce it when applying for renewal thereof
and must, while soliciting, carry such permit and
exhibit the same to any city official or to any per-
son solicited when requested so to do. [1937 Code
§ 547.] 

9.52.020 Solicitations on streets. 
No person shall, on any public street or sidewalk

in the city, or in any area or doorway or entrance-
way immediately abutting thereon, solicit the sale
to street or sidewalk traffic of any subscription to
any magazine or periodical for future delivery, or
the sale of any tangible personal property to be
delivered to the purchaser thereof, or to any other
person, at a subsequent time. [1937 Code § 573.] 

Chapter 9.56

LOITERING

Sections: 
9.56.010 Prohibitions on public ways.
9.56.020 Prohibitions in other places.

9.56.010 Prohibitions on public ways. 
No person shall wilfully and maliciously stand,

sit, lie in or under any street, sidewalk, passage-
way, or other public place in such manner as to
obstruct, hinder or delay the free passage or use in
the customary manner of such street, sidewalk,
passageway, or other public place. [Ord. 816 § 1,
1981; Ord. 668 C.S. § 13, 1974; 1937 Code § 555.] 

9.56.020 Prohibitions in other places. 
No person shall wilfully and maliciously stand,

sit, lie in or upon any doorway or way of ingress or
egress of any building or other structure without
the consent of the owner thereof. [Ord. 816 § 2,
1981; Ord. 668 C.S. § 13, 1974; 1937 Code § 556.] 
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Division V. Offenses Against Property 

Chapter 9.60

HANDBILLS

Sections: 
9.60.010 Definitions.
9.60.020 Distributing on public property.
9.60.030 Placing in vehicles.
9.60.040 Distributing on private property.
9.60.050 Exceptions.

9.60.010 Definitions. 
The following words, terms and phrases, when

used in this chapter, have the meanings ascribed to
them in this section, except where the content
clearly indicates a different meaning. 

A. “Commercial handbill” includes any printed
or written advertising matter, any sample or device,
dodger, circular, leaflet, pamphlet, shopper, book-
let or any other printed matter or literature which
advertises for sale any merchandise, product, com-
modity, service or thing. 

B. “Newspaper” is any newspaper of general
circulation as defined by general law, or capable of
being entered as second class matter under the pro-
visions of the United States Post Office regulations
of March 3, 1879, and other United States statutes. 

C. “Person” includes any person, firm, partner-
ship, association, corporation, company or organi-
zation of any kind. [1937 Code § 575.] 

9.60.020 Distributing on public property. 
It is unlawful for any person to throw, cast, dis-

tribute, scatter, deposit or place upon any public
place within the city, including streets, alleys, pub-
lic parks and school grounds, any commercial
handbill or newspaper; except that the same may
be personally delivered to persons who are willing
to accept the same. [1937 Code § 575.1.] 

9.60.030 Placing in vehicles. 
It is unlawful for any person to throw, distribute

or place in or on any automobile or other vehicle in
the city, without first having obtained permission
of the owner or person in possession thereof, any
commercial handbill or newspaper. [1937 Code
§ 575.2.] 

9.60.040 Distributing on private property. 
It is unlawful for any person to throw, cast, dis-

tribute, deposit, scatter, pass out, give away, circu-
late or deliver any commercial handbill or
newspaper in the yard or grounds of any house,
structure or building, on any porch, doorstep or
vestibule, in any public hallway, or upon any
vacant lot or other private property, without first
having obtained permission of the owner or of an
adult resident or occupant thereof. [1937 Code
§ 575.3.] 

9.60.050 Exceptions. 
Nothing in PMC 9.60.020, 9.60.030 and

9.60.040 shall be deemed to prohibit the distribu-
tion of United States mail, nor the delivery of any
newspaper to any subscriber thereof, nor to any
person who has requested the delivery of the same,
nor to the sale of separate copies thereof. [1937
Code § 575.4.] 
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Chapter 9.72

POSTING AND DESTRUCTION OF 
NOTICES OR ADVERTISEMENTS

Sections: 
9.72.010 Destroying lawful notices prohibited.
9.72.020 Posting notices – Permit required.

9.72.010 Destroying lawful notices 
prohibited. 

No person shall obliterate, deface, remove or
destroy a notice required by law to be posted or
advertisement lawfully posted by a licensed bill
poster, or officer, employee or board of the city, or
by any lawfully constituted authority. [1937 Code
§ 544.] 

9.72.020 Posting notices – Permit required. 
No person in the city shall post, stick, stamp,

paint or otherwise affix any bill, poster, placard,
notice or advertisement to or upon any sidewalk,
trees or boxes around trees, curb or curbstone,
lamppost, hydrant or any post supporting electric
wires in any part of the city, without first obtaining
permission of the owner, agent or occupant of the
premises so to do. [1937 Code § 545.] 

Chapter 9.74

DEFACING PUBLIC PROPERTY

Sections: 
9.74.010 Defacing public property prohibited.
9.74.020 Removing public monuments.
9.74.030 Defacing lampposts prohibited.
9.74.040 Defacing street signs prohibited.
9.74.050 Violation a misdemeanor.

9.74.010 Defacing public property 
prohibited. 

No person shall injure or write, stamp, affix,
mark or attach an inscription, name, picture or
other thing upon any part of a building owned or
controlled by the city, or upon a fence surrounding
such building. [Ord. 1022 § 1, 1991.] 

9.74.020 Removing public monuments. 
A. No person shall cover up, destroy or remove

a monument within the city which was erected by
the city engineer or superintendent of streets. 

B. If it is necessary for a person for a lawful
purpose to have a monument temporarily removed,
the person shall file a written request with the city
engineer stating the necessity for the temporary
removal. The city engineer may remove the monu-
ment temporarily, and shall return it to its original
position as soon as the object is attained for which
the removal has been made. 

C. The cost of the removal, storage and replace-
ment of the monument is the obligation of the per-
son requesting the temporary removal. The city
may require a reimbursement agreement from the
person making the request. [Ord. 1022 § 1, 1991.] 

9.74.030 Defacing lampposts prohibited. 
No person shall break, injure or deface any por-

tion of a public lamppost or electrolier or its globe
or attachment, or extinguish during the night a pub-
lic light maintained for public convenience or
safety. [Ord. 1022 § 1, 1991.] 

9.74.040 Defacing street signs prohibited. 
No person shall deface, obliterate, interfere

with, destroy or cause the removal of a street guide
or sign. [Ord. 1022 § 1, 1991.] 
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9.74.050 Violation a misdemeanor. 
A violation of this chapter is a misdemeanor

punishable under the provisions of PMC 1.12.030.
[Ord. 1022 § 1, 1991.] 

Division VI. Offenses By or Against Minors 

Chapter 9.84

CURFEW – LOITERING1

Sections: 
9.84.005 Definitions.
9.84.010 Curfew for minors – Loitering 

prohibited.
9.84.015 Daytime curfew.
9.84.020 Aiding and abetting – Parent 

responsibility.
9.84.030 Minors in hotels and similar 

establishments – Report to police.
9.84.040 Minors in certain public places.
9.84.050 Enforcement procedure.
9.84.060 Violations.
9.84.070 Cost recovery.

9.84.005 Definitions. 
In this chapter, unless the context otherwise

requires: 
A. “Guardian” means:

1. A person who, under court order, is the
guardian of the person of a minor; or

2. A public or private agency with whom a
minor has been placed by a court. 

B. “Minor” means any person under the age of
18 years and is synonymous with the term “juve-
nile” for purposes of this chapter. 

C. “Parent” means:
1. A natural parent, adoptive parent, or step-

parent of another person; or
2. A person who is at least 18 years of age

and authorized by a parent or guardian to have the
care and custody of a minor. 

D. “Public place” means a place to which the
public generally has access and includes, but is not
limited to, a street, highway, road, curb area, alley,
park, playground, public building, place of amuse-
ment or entertainment, or public eating place, and
the common area of a hospital, office building,
transport facility or shop. 

E. “Serious bodily injury” means bodily injury
that creates a substantial risk of death or that causes

1. Cross reference: Weapons, sales to minors, Chapter
9.92 PMC.
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death, serious permanent disfigurement, or pro-
tracted loss or impairment of the function of any
bodily member or organ. [Ord. 1162 § 3, 1999.] 

9.84.010 Curfew for minors – Loitering 
prohibited. 

A. Curfew. It is unlawful for any minor to be
present in or upon any public street, avenue, high-
way, road, curb area, alley, park, playground, or
other public ground, public place or public build-
ing, place of amusement or eating place, vacant lot
or other unsupervised place between the hours of
10:00 p.m. on any day until sunrise of the immedi-
ately following day. 

B. Exceptions. The provisions of this section
shall not apply when:

1. The minor is accompanied by his or her
parent, guardian or other adult person having the
lawful care and custody of the minor, or by his or
her spouse 18 years of age or older; or

2. The minor is on an errand directed by his
or her parent or parents or guardian or other adult
person having the lawful care or custody of the
minor, or by his or her spouse 18 years of age or
older; or

3. The minor is going or coming directly to
or from his or her place of gainful employment or
the presence of such minor in such place or places
is connected with or required with respect to a busi-
ness, trade, profession or occupation in which such
minor is lawfully engaged; or

4. The minor is attending or going to or
returning directly home from a public meeting or
place of public entertainment, such as a movie,
play, sporting event or school activity; or

5. The minor is involved in an emergency
including, but not limited to, a fire, natural disaster,
automobile accident, a situation requiring immedi-
ate action to prevent serious bodily injury or loss of
life, or any unforeseen combination of circum-
stances or the resulting state which calls for imme-
diate action; or

6. The minor is in a motor vehicle involved
in interstate travel; or

7. The minor is on a sidewalk abutting the
minor’s residence. [Ord. 1162 § 4, 1999; Ord. 668
C.S. § 16, 1974; 1937 Code § 541.] 

9.84.015 Daytime curfew. 
A. Curfew. It is unlawful for any minor who is

subject to compulsory education or to compulsory
continuation education, to be present in or upon
any public street, avenue, highway, road, curb area,
alley, park, playground or other public ground,
public place or public building, place of amuse-
ment or eating place, vacant lot, or abandoned or
vacant building between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and
1:30 p.m. on days when the minor’s school is in
session. 

B. Exceptions. This section does not apply
when:

1. The minor is accompanied by his or her
parent, guardian or other adult person having the
lawful care or custody of the minor, or by his or her
spouse 18 years of age or older; or

2. The minor is on an errand directed by his
or her parent, guardian or other adult person having
the lawful care or custody of the minor, or by his or
her spouse 18 years of age or older; or

3. The minor has in his or her possession a
written excuse from his or her parent, legal guard-
ian or other adult person having the legal care or
custody of the minor, or from his or her spouse 18
years of age or older; or

4. The minor has permission to leave campus
and has in his or her possession a valid, school-
issued, off-campus permit; or

5. The minor is going directly to or returning
from a public meeting, or place of public entertain-
ment, such as a movie, play, sporting event, dance
or school activity, provided such meeting, event or
activity is a school-approved activity for the minor
or is otherwise supervised by school personnel of
the minor’s school; or

6. The minor is going directly to or coming
directly from a medical appointment or is going or
coming directly to or from his or her place of gain-
ful employment or the presence of such minor in
such place or places is connected with or required
with respect to a business, trade, profession or
occupation in which such minor is lawfully
engaged; or

7. The minor is receiving instruction by a
qualified tutor pursuant to Education Code Section
48224, or is otherwise exempt from attendance at a
public or full-time day school as set forth in the
Education Code; or
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8. The minor is married or has been emanci-
pated in accordance with California Family Code
Section 7000 et seq.; or

9. The minor is attending an off-campus offi-
cial school, participating in a home school pro-
gram, religious, recreational, educational, social,
or other organized activity sponsored by the city,
school district, or other private civic or religious
organization that supervises the activity; or

10. The minor is involved in an emergency
including, but not limited to, a fire, natural disaster,
automobile accident, a situation requiring immedi-
ate action to prevent serious bodily injury or loss of
life, or any unforeseen combination of circum-
stances or the resulting state which calls for imme-
diate action; or

11. The minor is in a motor vehicle involved
in interstate travel; or

12. The minor is on a sidewalk abutting the
minor’s residence. [Ord. 1162 § 5, 1999.] 

9.84.020 Aiding and abetting – Parent 
responsibility. 

A. It is unlawful for any parent, legal guardian
or other person knowingly to aid, abet, assist or
encourage any minor under the age of 18 years to
violate the provisions of this chapter. 

B. Every parent, guardian or other person hav-
ing legal care, custody or control of any person
under the age of 18 years who allows or permits a
minor to violate any provision of this chapter is
guilty of an infraction. [Ord. 1162 § 6, 1999; Ord.
668 C.S. § 16, 1974; 1937 Code § 541.1.] 

9.84.030 Minors in hotels and similar 
establishments – Report to police. 

Each owner, agent, manager or keeper of a
hotel, boardinghouse, lodging house, tenement
house, motor court or apartment house shall imme-
diately report to the police department of the city
the presence therein of any and all minors under the
age of 18 years, unless such minor or minors is or
are accompanied by the parent, guardian or other
adult person having the legal care and custody of
such minor or minors, and in making such reports
shall state to the police department of the city the
name, age, last known place of abode, the names
and residences of the parents, guardian, or of any
other custodian of such minor or minors, so far as
such information can be ascertained from the

minor or minors or otherwise. [1937 Code
§ 541.2.] 

9.84.040 Minors in certain public places. 
It is unlawful within the city for any proprietor,

keeper, clerk or any other person having charge or
control of any cafe, tavern, restaurant, bar, eating
place or public dance hall to permit any person
under the age of 18 years to remain in the public
place between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and daylight
immediately following unless such person is
accompanied by a parent, guardian or other adult
person having the legal care and custody of such
minor. [1937 Code § 541.3.] 

9.84.050 Enforcement procedure. 
A. Before taking any enforcement action under

this article, the law enforcement officer shall ask
the minor his or her age and reason for being in a
public place during curfew hours. The officer shall
not issue a citation to or temporarily detain a minor
under this chapter unless the officer reasonably
believes that an offense has occurred as provided in
this chapter. 

B. Upon the first violation of this chapter, the
police shall issue to the minor a warning citation
regarding the consequences of a second violation
of this chapter. The police chief or his designated
representative shall mail to the parent(s) of the
minor or legal guardian a notification that states
that upon a second violation the parents or legal
guardian may be held liable for actual administra-
tive and transportation costs. The parents or legal
guardian shall be required to sign and return the
notification. The notification shall include a space
for the explanation of any circumstances relevant
to an applicable exemption from the fee as pro-
vided in PMC 9.84.070(D). This explanation shall
be reviewed by the police chief or his designated
representative. If the explanation is found to be
insufficient, the representative may request a con-
sultation with the parents or legal guardian of the
minor for the purpose of discussing the circum-
stances claimed to be relevant to an applicable
exemption. [Ord. 1162 § 7, 1999; Ord. 668 C.S.
§ 16, 1974; 1937 Code § 541.4.] 

9.84.060 Violations. 
A. Infractions. Notwithstanding any other pro-

vision of this code, when a person under the age of
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18 years is charged with a violation of this code,
and a peace officer issues a notice to appear to that
minor, the charge shall be deemed an infraction
unless the minor requests that a petition be filed
under Section 601 or 602 of the Welfare and Insti-
tutions Code. 

B. Juvenile Traffic Court Appearance. Any per-
son issued a citation for a violation of this chapter
must appear before the juvenile traffic court within
the prescribed time to adjudicate the citation. Any
person appearing before the juvenile traffic court
must be accompanied by a parent or guardian. The
hearing officer shall not adjudicate the citation oth-
erwise and shall continue the matter until such time
as the minor is accompanied by a parent or guard-
ian. 

C. Failure to Appear Before the Juvenile Traf-
fic Court. Any person who has been issued a cita-
tion for a violation of this chapter who fails to
appear before the juvenile traffic court shall be
reported to the State Department of Motor Vehi-
cles, and shall have his or her driver’s license sus-
pended until the citation is adjudicated. If the
person does not have a driver’s license, the right to
a license will be suspended until the citation is
adjudicated. At the adjudication of a citation for
which an offender initially failed to appear, the
court shall be required to impose community ser-
vice work and a fine. 

D. First Offense. Upon adjudication of a first
infraction the court shall impose a fine of $35.00.
The court may also require 20 hours of community
service work, instead of or in addition to the above-
referenced fine. The court may delay imposition of
the fine and/or community service obligations for a
period of 60 days. If the juvenile attends all classes
during those 60 days and provides the court with a
letter from the school verifying that attendance, the
court may thereafter waive the fine and community
service hours obligation. 

E. Second Offense within One Year. Upon
adjudication of a section infraction within one
year, the court shall impose a fine of $75.00 and
may suspend or delay the issuance of a driver’s
license for 60 days. The court may also require 20
hours of community service work, instead of or in
addition to the above-referenced fine. 

F. Third Offense within One Year. Upon adju-
dication of third and subsequent infractions within
one year, the court shall impose a fine of $150.00

and may suspend or delay the issuance of a driver’s
license for 90 days. The court may also require 20
hours of community service work, instead of or in
addition to the above-referenced fine. [Ord. 1162
§ 8, 1999; 1937 Code § 541.5.] 

9.84.070 Cost recovery. 
A. Determination by Court. When a court

determines that a minor less than 18 years of age is
subject to civil or criminal or criminal liability
based on violation of curfew, truancy or other will-
ful misconduct, it may provide that the parent(s) or
legal guardian(s) of the minor shall be jointly and
severally liable for the cost of providing law
enforcement personnel to supervise the minor dur-
ing his or her detention, over and above the cost of
services normally provided by the city’s law
enforcement agency. 

B. Determination by Chief of Police. When the
chief of police or designee thereof determines that
the city’s law enforcement agency incurred costs
over and above the cost of services normally pro-
vided by the agency in providing law enforcement
personnel to supervise a minor during his or her
detention for violation of curfew, daytime loiter-
ing, truancy or other willful misconduct, and when
it has been determined by a court that the minor
was civilly or criminally liable for such miscon-
duct, the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the minor
may be assessed, and billed for, such additional
costs. In the alternative, the city may require com-
munity service in lieu of payment of the city’s
administrative costs. 

C. Appeal. Any person receiving a bill for law
enforcement services pursuant to this chapter may,
within 15 days after the billing date, file a written
request appealing the imposition of the charges.
Any billing sent pursuant to this section shall
inform the billed party of the right to appeal the
billing. Any appeal regarding the billing shall be
heard by the city manager, or designee thereof, as
the hearing officer. Within 10 days after the hear-
ing, the hearing officer shall give written notice of
the decision to the appellant. Upon the filing of a
request for an appeal, payment of the bill for the
law enforcement services shall be suspended until
notice of the decision of the hearing officer is
issued. If the appeal is denied in part or in full, all
amounts due to the city shall be paid within 30 days



9.92.010 DANGEROUS WEAPONS

9-20

after notice of the decision of the hearing officer.
The hearing officer’s decision is final. 

D. Exemption From Administrative Costs. The
hearing officer’s decision may:

1. Provide for a waiver of the payment of the
fee by the parent(s) or legal guardian upon a deter-
mination that the minor has made reasonable
efforts to exercise supervision and control over the
minor;

2. Provide for a determination of the ability
to pay the fee and provide that the fee may be
waived if neither the minor nor the parent(s) or
legal guardian has the ability to pay the fee;

3. Provide for the performance of commu-
nity service in lieu of imposition of the fee; and/or

4. Provide for a waiver of the payment of the
fee by the parent(s) or legal guardian upon a deter-
mination that the parent(s) or legal guardian has
limited physical or legal custody and control over
the minor. 

E. Court Fines and Community Service. Any
fines or community service imposed by a court
shall be considered separate and distinct from any
administrative fines required to be paid to the city.
[Ord. 1162 § 9, 1999.] 

Division VII. Weapons 

Chapter 9.92

DANGEROUS WEAPONS1

Sections: 
9.92.010 Discharge prohibitions.

9.92.010 Discharge prohibitions. 
It is unlawful for any person to discharge any

firearm or gun or rifle or other gun or device dis-
charging by the use of powder, air or springs any
bullet, shot or other object, or any sling or slingshot
in the city, except in duly licensed shooting galler-
ies and/or on pistol and rifle ranges approved by
the chief of police. The provisions of this section
shall not apply to peace officers acting within the
scope of their official duties. [1937 Code § 550.] 

1. For statutory provisions regarding licenses and per-
mits for carrying concealed weapons, see Penal
Code § 12050 et seq.
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Division VIII. Public Property 

Chapter 9.94

SPECIAL EVENTS

Sections:
9.94.010 Purpose and intent.
9.94.020 Prohibited acts.
9.94.030 Definitions.
9.94.040 Permits required.
9.94.050 Exemptions.
9.94.060 Interference with special event 

prohibited.
9.94.070 Special event permit application 

procedures.
9.94.080 Permit review.
9.94.090 Denial/revocation of a special event 

permit.
9.94.100 Permit conditions.
9.94.110 Appeals.
9.94.120 Insurance.
9.94.130 Departmental service charge and 

security deposit.
9.94.140 Hold harmless.
9.94.150 Temporary signs and road closures.
9.94.160 Other permits and licenses.
9.94.170 Display of special events permit.
9.94.180 Penalty for violation.
9.94.190 City manager administrative 

authority.

9.94.010 Purpose and intent.
It is the intent of the city council to establish

standards for the issuance of a permit for special
events to use city streets, parks, facilities and ser-
vices. The purpose of this chapter is to provide a
coordinated process for managing community
events to ensure the health and safety of the event
patrons, residents, motorists, workers and other
visitors, to prohibit illegal activities from occurring
at the community events, and to protect the rights
of the special event permit holders. It is also the
intent of the council to protect the rights of people
to engage in expressive activities in the city’s pub-
lic places and to establish reasonable time, place
and manner regulation of these activities.

It is further intended to create mechanisms for
cost recovery and use charges, to the extent autho-

rized by law, while not unduly impacting the via-
bility of the events. [Ord. 07-1292 § 2, 2007.]

9.94.020 Prohibited acts.
It shall be unlawful for:
A. Any person, group, organization or entity to

sponsor or conduct a special event, as defined
herein, unless such special event permit as may be
required under this chapter has been issued for the
special event;

B. Any person, group, organization or entity to
participate in any special event with the knowledge
that the sponsor of the special event has not been
issued the required permit;

C. The permittee or event sponsor to willfully
violate the terms and conditions of the permit, or
for any event participant, with the knowledge
thereof, to willfully violate the terms and condi-
tions of the permit;

D. Any person, group, organization or entity to
knowingly join or participate in any special event
without the consent of, or over the objection of, the
permittee;

E. Any person, group, organization or entity to
use in the title of an event the words “the city of
Pittsburg” or “city of Pittsburg” or “Old Town
Pittsburg” or a facsimile of the seal of the city of
Pittsburg, without written authorization from the
city manager. [Ord. 07-1292 § 2, 2007.]

9.94.030 Definitions.
As used in this chapter, the following terms and

phrases shall have the indicated meanings:
A. “Applicant” means any person, group, orga-

nization or entity who seeks a special event permit
from the city manager or designee to conduct or
sponsor a special event governed by this chapter.
An applicant must be 18 years of age or older.

B. “Block party” means a festive gathering on a
residential or commercial street or area requiring a
closure of a street, or a portion thereof, to vehicular
traffic or otherwise restricting the general public
use of the street right-of-way and use of the street
for the festivity.

C. “City manager” means the city manager or
authorized designee.

D. Indigent Natural Person. For purposes of
this chapter, “indigent natural person” means:

1. A person who is receiving benefits pursu-
ant to the supplemental security income (SSI) and
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state supplemental payments (SSP) programs (Sec-
tion 12000 through 12205, inclusive, of the Cali-
fornia Welfare and Institutions Code), the
California Work Opportunity and Responsibility to
Kids Act (Cal WORKs) program (Chapter 2 com-
mencing with Section 11200 of Part 3, Division 9
of the California Welfare and Institutions Code),
the Food Stamp program (7 USC Section 2011 et
seq.) or Section 17000 of the Welfare and Institu-
tions Code; or

2. A person whose monthly income is 125
percent or less of the current monthly poverty line
annually established by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services pursuant to the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1981, as amended.

E. “Permit application fee” means the fee to be
paid by the special events permit applicant at the
time the application is filed with the recreation ser-
vices department, pursuant to the application fee
schedule established by resolution by the city
council.

F. “Permittee” means any person or organiza-
tion issued a special events permit by the city man-
ager.

G. A “special event,” which requires a special
event permit, is:

1. A parade, procession, or assembly consist-
ing of persons, animals, vehicles, or any combina-
tion thereof, which is to assemble or travel in
unison on a city street, highway, alley, sidewalk, or
other city designated public right-of-way, which
either (a) is likely to impede, obstruct, impair or
interfere with the free use of such public street,
highway, alley, sidewalk or other public right-of-
way owned, controlled or maintained by the city or
(b) does not comply with normal or usual traffic
regulations or controls; or

2. Any activity or event where the expected
attendance equals or exceeds 100 people on city-
owned, controlled or maintained property not sub-
ject to the requirements in subsection (G)(1) of this
subsection; or

3. Any other activity or event on public prop-
erty which requires the placement of a tent, can-
opy, or other temporary structure if that placement
requires a permit from the city’s engineering
department/building services division and/or the
Contra Costa County Fire Protection District
(CCCFPD).

H. “City-owned, controlled or maintained
property” shall also include all property owned by
the Pittsburg redevelopment agency. Any streets,
highways, alleys or public right-of-way owned by
the Pittsburg redevelopment agency shall also be
covered by this chapter. [Ord. 07-1292 § 2, 2007.]

9.94.040 Permits required.
A. Any person intending to conduct, organize

or set up a special event in the city of Pittsburg
shall first obtain a special event permit from the
city manager.

B. Each permit shall state the date, time and
area for which it was issued, the name of the per-
son(s) or organization to whom it is issued and any
conditions and limitations upon which the permit is
issued.

C. Spontaneous events which are occasioned
by news or affairs coming into public knowledge
fewer than 48 hours prior to such events may be
conducted on the lawn of City Hall without the
organizers first having to obtain a special events
permit. If practicable, the organizers should give
notice to the city manager at least four hours prior
to the event, informing the city of the date and time
of the event and providing an estimate of the
approximate number of persons who will be partic-
ipating.

Events which require advance planning such as
recreation events, competition/spectator sports,
fairs, festivals, carnivals, ticketed events or events
which require a permit from the building depart-
ment, planning department or the fire department
for the placement of structures shall not be consid-
ered to be spontaneous events.

D. Long-term leases of city-owned, controlled,
or maintained property may receive an annual spe-
cial event permit which authorizes a specified
number of events at that property for the term of the
permit, as long as each special event complies with
the requirements of this chapter.

E. The procedures or requirements of this chap-
ter shall not affect or supersede the provisions of
law or the permit requirements for the issuance of
alcohol consumption, fireworks, sign, structural,
electrical or other permits required by this code or
state law, when such permits are otherwise
required because of a particular condition or
requirement of the special event. However, this
chapter controls in the case of a specific conflict
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9.98.160 Damage appraisals. 
A. An operator shall make all vehicles except

impounded vehicles available to the vehicle’s
owner or the owner’s representative, or a car dealer
or body shop representative designated by the
owner, or any insurance agent or insurance adjuster
for the purpose of appraising damages to the vehi-
cle. 

B. An operator shall make vehicles to be
appraised accessible to police department person-
nel and to anyone authorized by the department
and upon request shall assist department personnel
conducting inspections of vehicles. [Ord. 912 § 1,
1986.] 

9.98.170 Schedule of fees and rates. 
A. The maximum chargeable fees and rates for

normal rotation requests shall be established and
maintained by the chief of police. These rates shall
be determined after a review of rates allowed in
other neighboring communities and operating data
supplied by operators on rotation lists. This sched-
ule shall be reviewed annually and adjusted if nec-
essary. Rates for road service calls and for towing
to points other than the operator’s regular storage
facilities at the request of the vehicle owner shall
be negotiated between the tow operator and the
vehicle owner. 

B. No additional fees may be charged for tow-
ing services subject to this chapter except as pro-
vided in PMC 9.98.140 for release of vehicles
outside ordinary business hours and Civil Code
Section 3074 and Vehicle Code Section 22851.12
for lien sale processing fees. [Ord. 1119 § 8, 1996;
Ord. 912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.180 Vehicles stored over 30 days. 
When an operator is required to report the stor-

age of a vehicle for over 30 days under Vehicle
Code Section 10652, the operator shall provide a
copy of his report to the chief of police. Storage
fees for these vehicles shall be set in accordance
with Vehicle Code Section 10652.5. [Ord. 912 § 1,
1986.] 

9.98.190 Collecting fees. 
The operator is responsible for collecting all

fees and charges for towing and storing vehicles
under this chapter and shall conduct any necessary
lien sales, except that the police department shall

manage the disposition of low-valued vehicles as
described in Vehicle Code Section 22851.2. [Ord.
912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.200 Abandoned vehicles on private 
property. 

For an operator to be qualified to tow an aban-
doned vehicle under this chapter, the operator shall
have a current, valid dismantler’s license as
described in Vehicle Code Section 11500. [Ord.
1119 § 9, 1996; Ord. 912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.210 Records. 
The operator shall maintain records of all tow

services furnished, including the license number
and description of vehicles; nature of service; date
and time; name of any police officers requesting
the tow and whether the vehicle was ordered
impounded or towed at the owner’s request; loca-
tion of calls; and total itemized costs of towing and
storage. Records shall be maintained and available
for inspection for a period of at least two years. The
city manager may inspect all operator records with-
out notice to the operator during normal business
hours. [Ord. 1119 § 10, 1996; Ord. 912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.220 Supervision checks. 
The records, equipment and storage facilities of

the operator shall be subject to periodic checks by
the police and fire departments. [Ord. 912 § 1,
1986.] 

9.98.230 Responsibility. 
An operator is responsible for the acts of his

agents and employees while on duty. An operator
is responsible for any damage to a vehicle or loss
of its contents while the vehicle is in the operator’s
possession. [Ord. 912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.240 Insurance. 
A. The operator shall maintain in full force and

effect, at all times while providing towing and/or
storage services under this chapter, a comprehen-
sive general liability insurance policy in an amount
specified by the city manager, but not less than
$500,000 combined single limit per occurrence for
bodily injury, personal injury or property damage.
The operator shall name the city of Pittsburg, its
agents, officers, employees and volunteers (hereaf-
ter collectively referred to as “city and its employ-
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ees”) as an additional insured on the policy with
respect to any liability arising out of or in any way
related to the operator’s performance of towing
and/or storage services. 

B. In addition to the requirements of subsection
(A) of this section, the operator shall also maintain
in full force and effect, at all times while providing
towing and/or storage services under this chapter,
the following insurance coverage naming the city
and its employees as an additional insured, in
amounts specified by the city manager but not less
than the amounts specified below:

1. On-hook insurance coverage insuring the
operator’s tow vehicle in an amount not less than
$25,000;

2. Uninsured motorist insurance in the mini-
mum amount established by law;

3. Garage liability including the towing
and/or storage premises and operations in an
amount not less than $500,000 combined single
limit per occurrence for bodily injury, personal
injury or property damage; and

4. Garage keepers liability coverage to pro-
tect vehicles in the storage yard and under the oper-
ator’s care, custody and control, in an amount not
less than $25,000. 

C. The operator’s insurance policy(ies) shall
contain no limitations on the scope of protection
afforded to city and its employees. The operator’s
insurance coverage shall be primary insurance with
respect to the city and its employees and said pol-
icy(ies) shall state that the operator’s insurance
shall apply separately to city and each of its
employees against whom a claim is made or suit is
brought, except with respect to the limits of the
insurer’s liability. Any failure by city and its
employees to comply with the reporting provisions
of the policy(ies) shall not affect coverage pro-
vided to city and its employees. 

D. The operator’s insurance is to be placed with
insurance companies with A.M. Best & Co.’s rat-
ing of no less than A-VII, or such other rating
approved by the city. Any deductibles or self-
insured retentions shall be declared to and
approved by the city. At the sole discretion of the
city, the operator shall either reduce or eliminate
such deductibles or self-insured retentions with
respect to city and its employees or the operator
shall procure a bond guaranteeing payment of

losses and related investigations, claim administra-
tion and defense expenses. 

E. A copy of the operator’s policy(ies) or evi-
dence thereof shall be deposited with the city clerk.
Each insurance policy required by this chapter
shall be endorsed to state that coverage shall not be
suspended, voided, cancelled, reduced in coverage
or in limits except after 30 days’ prior written
notice by certified mail, return receipt requested,
has been given to the city. [Ord. 1119 § 11, 1996;
Ord. 912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.250 Indemnity. 
Any operator who performs towing and/or stor-

age services under this chapter shall defend,
indemnify and hold the city, its employees, agents,
officers and volunteers harmless from and against
any and all liability, demands, claims, damages,
costs, losses, recoveries, settlements and expenses
(including interest, penalties, attorney’s fees,
accounting fees, expert witness fees, costs and
expenses) incurred by city, known or unknown,
contingent or otherwise, directly or indirectly aris-
ing from or in any way related to operator’s perfor-
mance of towing and/or storage services. [Ord.
1119 § 12, 1996; Ord. 912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.260 Termination of services and appeal. 
A. An operator may voluntarily request

removal from a rotational list by giving two weeks’
prior written notice to the city manager. The city
manager may waive this notice requirement in his
sole discretion. 

B. The city manager or his designee may, after
a noticed hearing conducted as set forth in Chapter
1.08 PMC, remove an operator from a rotational
list if he finds that:

1. The operator has failed to comply with the
requirements of this chapter, local, state or federal
laws;

2. The operator has made or caused to be
made a false statement on his application; or

3. The operator has been convicted of any
crime punishable as a felony or any crime involv-
ing stolen or embezzled vehicles, stolen property,
fraud, driving while intoxicated, sale or use of ille-
gal drugs, or moral turpitude. 

C. An operator may appeal a decision to
remove him from the rotational list by filing a writ-
ten notice of appeal in accordance with the require-
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ments of Chapter 1.08 PMC. An appeal from the
decision of the city manager’s designee shall be
heard by the city manager. An operator may appeal
the city manager’s decision or to the city council by
filing a written notice of appeal in accordance with
the requirements of Chapter 1.08 PMC. [Ord. 1119
§ 13, 1996; Ord. 912 § 1, 1986.] 

9.98.270 Compliance with law. 
The operator shall at all times comply with fed-

eral, state and local laws applicable to the towing
and/or storage of vehicles. [Ord. 1119 § 14, 1996.] 

9.98.280 Period to comply. 
If a tow operator is on the city’s rotational tow

list, as of the effective date of the ordinance codi-
fied in this section, but does not meet a new
requirement imposed by this chapter, the operator
shall have two years from the effective date of the
ordinance codified in this section to comply with
such new requirement. If at the end of such period
the operator is not in compliance, he shall be
removed from the city’s rotational lists in the man-
ner set forth in this chapter as amended herein.
[Ord. 1119 § 15, 1996.] 
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9.99.010 Findings and purpose. 
The establishment and operation of a shelter for

homeless persons in a community can create
extraordinary additional burdens on the demand
for city services. Recent experience in a neighbor-
ing community indicates that the operation of a
homeless shelter for 90 persons over a four-month
period resulted in significantly increased police
activities, with 200 formal criminal investigations
and 175 arrests directly involving shelter users. 

The purpose of this chapter is to authorize the
operation of shelters for homeless persons in the
community under circumstances which protect and
enhance the health, safety and welfare of city resi-
dents, while ensuring that adequate support ser-
vices exist for shelter occupants. The provisions of
this chapter are also intended to ensure adequate
protection for residents of neighborhoods in which
shelters are located. This chapter is adopted under
the authority of the California Constitution, Article
XI, Section 7, and other applicable laws. The adop-
tion of this chapter is necessary to preserve the
public peace, health, safety and general welfare.
[Ord. 977 § 1, 1989.] 

9.99.020 Definitions. 
In this chapter, unless the context otherwise

requires: 
A. “Homeless shelter” or “shelter” means a

facility intended to provide temporary housing to
people in need and without homes. 

B. “Person” means an individual, a business
entity or organization, or a governmental entity.
[Ord. 977 § 1, 1989.] 
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9.99.030 Permit required. 
No person may establish or operate a homeless

shelter in the city without a permit. [Ord. 977 § 1,
1989.] 

9.99.040 Application. 
A person who wishes to establish and operate a

homeless shelter shall file an application for a per-
mit with the city clerk. The application shall spec-
ify the shelter’s proposed location and the number
of anticipated residents, and any other information
considered necessary by the city clerk to process
the application. The application shall include a
statement by the applicant addressing each element
of the burden of proof required for the issuance of
a permit as described in PMC 9.99.050. When fil-
ing the application, the applicant shall pay the pro-
cessing fee fixed by the city council by resolution.
[Ord. 977 § 1, 1989.] 

9.99.050 Burden of proof. 
An applicant for a permit under this chapter has

the burden of demonstrating each of the following
elements: 

A. The proposed facility is appropriate for the
shelter under consideration; 

B. The proposed location for the shelter is
appropriate, given proximity, for example, to
schools; 

C. The shelter’s residents will be provided
basic necessities of life, such as food and clothing; 

D. The shelter’s residents will receive any nec-
essary medical treatment, and have adequate
access to social services and other support services
such as counselling for employment and perma-
nent housing opportunities; 

E. The shelter will provide transportation for
shelter residents as may be needed to implement
the shelter’s program, particularly to any off-site
location where services are proposed to be pro-
vided; 

F. The shelter will provide adequate on-site
supervision and security; 

G. The shelter’s operating rules provide for
immediate termination of residency and transpor-
tation out of the city of any resident who engages
in criminal activity; 

H. The shelter will provide adequate coordina-
tion with the police department for the provision of
screening and security functions; 

I. The shelter will provide a community liaison
to ensure sufficient avenues of communication
with the neighborhood and effective response to
complaints from citizens; 

J. Adequate police services are capable of being
provided and are available; 

K. The facility and location comply with appli-
cable provisions of the city’s building and zoning
ordinances; 

L. The applicant and its staff possess the requi-
site skill and experience to properly manage the
shelter; and 

M. The applicant is prepared to pay the permit
fee described in PMC 9.99.070. [Ord. 977 § 1,
1989.] 

9.99.060 Public hearing – Decision – Term. 
Upon receipt of a complete application, the city

clerk shall set the matter for a public hearing before
the city council. The city clerk shall give notice of
the hearing by (1) publishing a notice of time and
place of hearing once in a newspaper of general cir-
culation at least 10 days before the hearing, and (2)
posting the notice of public hearing in three public
places. The city clerk may give notice in such other
manner considered appropriate under the circum-
stances. The city council shall conduct the hearing
and may approve the application if the applicant
demonstrates that each element of the burden of
proof described in PMC 9.99.050 is met. If it
approves the application, the council may specify
the term of the permit. The term of the permit may
not exceed 12 months. [Ord. 977 § 1, 1989.] 

9.99.070 Permit fee. 
If the city council approves the application, it

shall as a part of the approval process fix the
amount of the permit fee. The permit fee is in addi-
tion to the processing fee referred to in PMC
9.99.040. 

Once an application is approved by the city
council, the applicant shall pay the permit fee fixed
by the council. The permit fee shall be based upon
the city’s anticipated increased costs in providing
police services as a result of the shelter’s operation.
[Ord. 977 § 1, 1989.] 

9.99.080 Revocation. 
The city council may revoke a permit issued

under this chapter if it determines that the shelter is
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not operating in accordance with the terms of the
permit. Before it considers revocation of the per-
mit, the council shall first conduct a noticed public
hearing giving the permittee an opportunity to
respond to the grounds in support of revocation. 

Notice of the revocation hearing shall be mailed
postage prepaid by first class mail to the permittee
at the address set forth in the application at least 10
days before the date set for the hearing. [Ord. 977
§ 1, 1989.] 

9.99.090 Exception. 
This chapter does not apply to a temporary

emergency homeless shelter established immedi-
ately after a natural disaster which results in a local
disaster proclamation by the city council. A tempo-
rary emergency homeless shelter may operate for a
maximum of 45 days. The city manager may
extend that period for additional periods of 45 days
each upon approval of the city council. [Ord. 977
§ 1, 1989.] 

9.99.100 Violation – Penalty. 
A person who violates a provision of this chap-

ter is guilty of a misdemeanor. [Ord. 977 § 1,
1989.] 


