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Chapter 10.04
DEFINITIONS?!

Sections:

10.04.010
10.04.020
10.04.030
10.04.040
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10.04.060
10.04.070
10.04.080
10.04.090
10.04.130
10.04.140
10.04.150
10.04.160
10.04.170
10.04.180
10.04.190

Definitions generally.
Vehicle Code definitions.
Bicycle parking zone.
Block.

Curb.

Holidays.

Loading zone.

Official time standard.
Park.

Parkway.

Passenger loading zone.
Pedestrian.

Person.

Police officer.

Stop.

Stop or stand.

10.04.010 Definitions generally.

The following words and phrases when used in
this title shall for the purpose of this title have the
meaning respectively ascribed to them in this chap-
ter. [1937 Code § 511.]

10.04.020 Vehicle Code definitions.

Whenever any words or phrases used in this title
are not defined in this chapter but are now defined
in the Vehicle Code of the state and amendments
thereto, such definitions shall apply. [1937 Code
§511.1]

10.04.030 Bicycle parking zone.

“Bicycle parking zone” means that space
reserved exclusively for the parking of bicycles.
[1937 Code § 511.3.]

10.04.040 Block.
“Block” means one side of any street between
the next intersecting streets. [1937 Code § 511.4.]

1. For statutory provisions regarding traffic generally,
see Vehicle Code § 21100 et seq.; for the statutory
definitions of words in the Vehicle Code, see Vehicle
Code § 100 et seq.

10.04.050 Curb.

“Curb” means the lateral boundary of the road-
way whether such curb is marked by curbing con-
struction or not so marked. “Curb,” as herein used,
shall not include the line dividing the roadway of a
street from parking strips in the center of the street,
nor from tracks or rights-of-way of public utility
companies. [1937 Code § 511.2.]

10.04.060 Holidays.

The holidays in this city are:

A. Amended during 2007 recodification;

B. January 1st;

C. Amended during 2007 recodification;

D. Amended during 2007 recodification;

E. The last Monday in May, known as “Memo-
rial Day”;

F. July 4th, known as “Independence Day”;

G. The first Monday in September, known as
“Labor Day”;

H. Amended during 2007 recodification;

|. Amended during 2007 recodification;

J. The fourth Monday in October, known as
“Veterans’ Day”;

K. December 25th, known as “Christmas”;

L. Amended during 2007 recodification;

M. Amended during 2007 recodification;

N. If January 1st, July 4th or December 25th
falls on a Sunday, the Monday following is the hol-
iday. [Amended during 2007 recodification; Ord.
668 C.S. § 20, 1974; 1937 Code § 511.5.]

10.04.070 Loading zone.

“Loading zone” means the space adjacent to a
curb reserved for the exclusive use of vehicles dur-
ing the loading or unloading of passengers or mate-
rials. [1937 Code § 511.6.]

10.04.080 Official time standard.

Whenever certain hours are named in this title,
they shall mean standard time or daylight savings
time as may be in current use in this city. [1937
Code § 511.7.]

10.04.090 Park.

“Park” means to stand or leave standing any
vehicle, whether occupied or not, otherwise than
temporarily for the purpose of and while actually
engaged in loading or unloading of passengers or
materials. [1937 Code § 511.8.]
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ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

10.04.130 Parkway.

“Parkway” means that portion of a street other
than a roadway or a sidewalk. [1937 Code
§511.12.]

10.04.140 Passenger loading zone.

“Passenger loading zone” means the space adja-
cent to a curb reserved for the exclusive use of
vehicles during the loading or unloading of passen-
gers. [1937 Code § 511.13.]

10.04.150 Pedestrian.

“Pedestrian” means any person who is afoot or
who is using a means of conveyance propelled by
human power other than a bicycle. [Ord. 668 C.S.
8§19, 1974; 1937 Code § 511.14.]

10.04.160 Person.

“Person” means every natural person, firm,
copartnership, association or corporation. [1937
Code 8§ 511.15.]

10.04.170 Police officer.

“Police officer” means every officer of the
police department of this city, every member of the
police reserve of the city, or any employees of the
city authorized by the chief of police to direct or
regulate traffic or to make arrests for violations of
traffic regulations. [1937 Code § 511.16.]

10.04.180 Stop.
“Stop,” when required, means complete cessa-
tion of movement. [1937 Code § 511.17.]

10.04.190 Stop or stand.

“Stop” or “stand,” when prohibited, means any
stopping or standing of a vehicle, whether occu-
pied or not, except when necessary to avoid con-
flict with other traffic or in compliance with the
directions of a police officer or official traffic con-
trol device. [1937 Code § 511.18.]

Chapter 10.08
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Sections:

10.08.010
10.08.040

Traffic division — Established.
Traffic division — Accident report
duties.

Traffic division — Annual safety
reports.

Traffic engineer — Office established.
Traffic engineer — Powers and duties.
Authority of police and fire
department officials.

Obedience to police and fire
department officials.

Traffic regulations apply to persons
riding bicycles or animals.
Unauthorized persons not to direct
traffic.

Public employees to obey traffic
regulations.

Exemptions to certain vehicles.
Report of damage to certain property.
Obstruction or interference with
police or authorized officers.

10.08.050

10.08.060
10.08.070
10.08.080

10.08.100
10.08.110
10.08.120
10.08.130

10.08.140
10.08.150
10.08.160

10.08.010 Traffic division — Established.

There is established in the police department of
this city a traffic division to be under the control of
an officer of police appointed by and directly
responsible to the chief of police. [1937 Code
§512]

10.08.040 Traffic division — Accident report
duties.

The traffic division shall maintain a suitable sys-
tem of filing traffic accident reports. Accident
reports or cards referring to them shall be filed
alphabetically by location. Such reports shall be
available for the use and information of the city
traffic engineer. [1937 Code § 512.3.]

10.08.050 Traffic division — Annual safety
reports.

The traffic division shall annually prepare a traf-
fic report which shall be filed with the city council.
Such a report shall contain information on traffic
matters in this city as follows:
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A. The number of traffic accidents, the number
of persons killed, the number of persons injured
and other pertinent traffic accident data;

B. The number of traffic accidents investigated
and other pertinent data on the safety activities of
the police;

C. The plans and recommendations of the divi-
sion for future traffic safety activities. [1937 Code
§512.4.]

10.08.060 Traffic engineer — Office
established.

The office of city traffic engineer is established.
The city traffic engineer shall be appointed by the
city council and he shall exercise the powers and
duties as provided in this title and in the traffic
ordinances of this city. Whenever the city traffic
engineer is required or authorized to place or main-
tain official traffic control devices or signals, he
may cause such devices or signals to be placed or
maintained. [1937 Code § 512.5.]

10.08.070 Traffic engineer — Powers and
duties.

It shall be the general duty of the city traffic
engineer to determine the installation and proper
timing and maintenance of traffic control devices
and signals, to conduct engineering analyses of
traffic accidents and to devise remedial measures,
to conduct engineering and traffic investigations of
traffic conditions and to cooperate with other city
officials in the development of ways and means to
improve traffic conditions, and to carry out the
additional powers and duties imposed by ordi-
nances of this city. Whenever, by the provisions of
this title, a power is granted to the city traffic engi-
neer or a duty imposed upon him, the power may
be exercised or the duty performed by his deputy or
by a person authorized in writing by him. [1937
Code § 512.6.]

10.08.080 Authority of police and fire
department officials.

A. It shall be the duty of the police officers, or
such officers as are assigned by the chief of police,
to enforce all street traffic laws of this city and all
of the state vehicle laws applicable to street traffic
in this city.

B. Police officers or such officers as are
assigned by the chief of police are authorized to

direct all traffic by voice, hand or other signal in
conformance with traffic laws; provided, that in the
event of a fire or other emergency or to expedite
traffic or to safeguard pedestrians, officers of the
police department may direct traffic as conditions
may require, notwithstanding the provisions of the
traffic laws.

C. Officers of the fire department, when at the
scene of a fire or when in the course of their duties
they are protecting the personnel or equipment of
the fire department, may direct or assist the police
in directing traffic. [1937 Code § 512.7.]

10.08.100 Obedience to police and fire
department officials.

No person shall wilfully fail or refuse to comply
with any lawful order of a police officer or fire
department official when directing traffic. [1937
Code § 512.9.]

10.08.110 Traffic regulations apply to persons
riding bicycles or animals.

Every person riding a bicycle or riding or driv-
ing an animal upon a highway shall be granted all
of the rights and shall be subject to all of the duties
applicable to the driver of a vehicle by this title,
except those provisions which by their very nature
can have no application. [1937 Code 8 512.10.]

10.08.120 Unauthorized persons not to direct
traffic.

No person other than a police officer or a person
assigned by the chief of police or person authorized
by law shall direct or attempt to direct traffic by
voice, hand or other signal, except that persons
may operate when and as herein provided any
mechanical pushbutton signal erected by order of
the city traffic engineer. [1937 Code § 512.11.]

10.08.130 Public employees to obey traffic
regulations.

The provisions of this title shall apply to the
driver of any vehicle owned by or used in the ser-
vice of the United States Government, this state,
any county or city, and it is unlawful for any said
driver to violate any of the provisions of this title
except as otherwise permitted in this title or by the
Vehicle Code. [1937 Code § 512.12.]

10-5



10.08.140

ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

10.08.140 Exemptions to certain vehicles.

A. The provisions of this title regulating the
operation, parking and standing of vehicles shall
not apply to any vehicle of the police or fire depart-
ment, any public ambulance or any public utility
vehicle or any private ambulance, which public
utility vehicle or private ambulance has qualified
as an authorized emergency vehicle, when any
vehicle mentioned in this section is operated in the
manner specified in the Vehicle Code in response
to an emergency call.

B. The foregoing exemptions shall not, how-
ever, relieve the operator of any such vehicle from
an obligation to exercise due care for the safety of
others or the consequences of his wilful disregard
of the safety of others.

C. The provisions of this title regulating the
operation, parking or standing of vehicles shall not
apply to any vehicle of a city department or public
utility while necessarily in use for construction or
repair work upon the streets of this city, nor to any
vehicle owned or operated by the United States
Post Office while in use for the collection, trans-
portation or delivery of the United States mail.
[1937 Code § 512.13.]

10.08.150 Report of damage to certain
property.

A. The driver of a vehicle or the person in
charge of any animal involved in any accident
resulting in damage to any property publicly
owned or owned by a public utility, including but
not limited to any fire hydrant, ornamental lighting
post, telephone pole, electric light or power pole, or
resulting in damage to any ornamental shade tree,
traffic control device or other property of a like
nature located in or along any street, shall within
24 hours after such accident make a written report
of such accident to the police department of this
city.

B. Every such report shall state the time when
and the place where the accident took place, the
name and address of the person owning and of the
person driving or in charge of such vehicle or ani-
mal, the license number of every such vehicle and
shall briefly describe the property damaged in such
accident.

C. Adriver involved in an accident shall not be
subject to the requirements of penalties of this sec-
tion if and during the time such driver is physically

incapable of making a report, but in such event the
driver shall make a report as required in subsection
(A) of this section within 24 hours after regaining
ability to make such report. [1937 Code 8 512.14.]

10.08.160 Obstruction or interference with
police or authorized officers.

It is unlawful for any person to interfere with or
obstruct in any way any police officer or other
officer or employee of this city in their enforce-
ment of the provisions of this title. The removal,
obliteration or concealment of any chalk mark or
other distinguishing mark used by any police
officer or other employee or officer of the city in
connection with the enforcement of the parking
regulations of this title constitutes such interfer-
ence or obstruction. [1937 Code § 512.15.]
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Chapter 10.12
TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES!

Sections:

10.12.010
10.12.020
10.12.030
10.12.040
10.12.050
10.12.060
10.12.070

Installation authority.

Required for enforcement.
Obedience required.

Traffic signal installation.

Lane markings.

Distinctive roadway markings.
Removal, relocation or
discontinuance.

Operation hours.

Unauthorized painting of curbs.
Turning marker placement.
Restricted turn signs.

No-turn signs.

Right turn against red signal
prohibition.

Left turns between intersections.
One-way streets and alleys signing.
Stop sign erection.

Stop at through street or stop sign.
Emerging from alley, driveway or
building.

Yield right-of-way signs.

10.12.080
10.12.090
10.12.100
10.12.110
10.12.120
10.12.130

10.12.140
10.12.150
10.12.160
10.12.170
10.12.180

10.12.190

10.12.010 Installation authority.

A. The city traffic engineer shall have the
power and duty to place and maintain or cause to be
placed and maintained official traffic control
devices when and as required under the traffic ordi-
nances of this city to make effective the provisions
of said ordinances.

B. Whenever the Vehicle Code requires for the
effectiveness of any provision thereof that traffic
control devices be installed to give notice to the
public of the application of such law, the city traf-
fic engineer is authorized to install or cause to be
installed the necessary devices subject to any limi-
tations or restrictions set forth in the law applicable
thereto.

1. For statutory provisions authorizing local officials to
place and maintain traffic control devices as neces-
sary to implement statutes or local ordinances, see
Vehicle Code § 21351.

C. The city traffic engineer may also place and
maintain or cause to be placed and maintained such
additional traffic control devices as he may deem
necessary to regulate traffic or to guide or warn
traffic, but he shall make such determination only
upon the basis of traffic engineering principles and
traffic investigations and in accordance with such
standards, limitations and rules as may be set forth
in the traffic ordinances of this city or as may be
determined by ordinance or resolution of the legis-
lative body of this city. [1937 Code § 513.]

10.12.020 Required for enforcement.

No provision of the Vehicle Code or of this title
for which signs are required shall be enforced
against an alleged violator unless appropriate signs
are in place and sufficiently legible to be seen by an
ordinarily observant person, giving notice of such
provisions of the traffic laws. [1937 Code § 513.1.]

10.12.030 Obedience required.

The driver of any vehicle shall obey the instruc-
tions of any official traffic control device applica-
ble thereto placed in accordance with the traffic
ordinances of this city unless otherwise directed by
a police officer subject to the exceptions granted
the driver of an authorized emergency vehicle
when responding to emergency calls. [1937 Code
§513.2.]

10.12.040 Traffic signal installation.

A. The city traffic engineer is directed to install
and maintain official traffic signals at those inter-
sections and other places where traffic conditions
are such as to require that the flow of traffic be
alternately interrupted and released in order to pre-
vent or relieve traffic congestion or to protect life
or property from exceptional hazard.

B. The city traffic engineer shall ascertain and
determine the locations where such signals are
required by resort to field observation, traffic
counts and other traffic information as may be per-
tinent and his determinations therefrom shall be
made in accordance with those traffic engineering
and safety standards and instructions set forth in
the California Maintenance Manual issued by the
Division of Highways of the State Department of
Public Works. [1937 Code § 513.3.]
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TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES

10.12.050 Lane markings.

The city traffic engineer is authorized to mark
centerlines and lane lines upon the surface of the
roadway to indicate the course to be traveled by
vehicles and may place signs temporarily designat-
ing lanes to be used by traffic moving in a particu-
lar direction, regardless of the centerline of the
highway. [1937 Code § 513.4.]

10.12.060 Distinctive roadway markings.

The city traffic engineer is authorized to place
and maintain distinctive roadway markings as
described in the Vehicle Code on those streets or
parts of streets where the volume of traffic or the
vertical or other curvature of the roadway renders
it hazardous to drive on the left side of such mark-
ing or signs and markings. Such marking or signs
and marking shall have the same effect as similar
markings placed by the State Department of Public
Works pursuant to provisions of the Vehicle Code.
[1937 Code § 513.5.]

10.12.070 Removal, relocation or
discontinuance.

The city traffic engineer is authorized to
remove, relocate or discontinue the operation of
any traffic control device not specifically required
by the Vehicle Code or this title whenever he deter-
mines in any particular case that the conditions
which warranted or required the installation no
longer exist or remain. [1937 Code § 513.6.]

10.12.080 Operation hours.

The city traffic engineer shall determine the
hours and days during which any traffic control
device shall be in operation or be in effect, except
in those cases where such hours or days are speci-
fied in this title. [1937 Code § 513.7.]

10.12.090 Unauthorized painting of curbs.

No person, unless authorized by this city, shall
paint any street or curb surface; provided, however,
that this section shall not apply to the painting of
numbers on a curb surface by any person who has
complied with the provisions of any resolution or
ordinance of this city pertaining thereto. [1937
Code § 513.8.]

10.12.100 Turning marker placement.

A. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
place markers, buttons or signs within or adjacent
to intersections indicating the course to be traveled
by vehicles turning at such intersections, and the
city traffic engineer is authorized to allocate and
indicate more than one lane of traffic from which
drivers of vehicles may make right- or left-hand
turns, and the course to be traveled as so indicated
may conform to or be other than as prescribed by
law or ordinance.

B. When authorized markers, buttons or other
indications are placed within an intersection indi-
cating the course to be traveled by vehicles turning
thereat, no driver of a vehicle shall disobey the
directions of such indications. [1937 Code § 514.]

10.12.110 Restricted turn signs.

The city traffic engineer is authorized to deter-
mine those intersections at which drivers of vehi-
cles shall not make a right, left or U-turn, and shall
place proper signs at such intersections. The mak-
ing of such turns may be prohibited between cer-
tain hours of any day and permitted at other hours,
in which event the same shall be plainly indicated
on the signs or they may be removed when such
turns are permitted. [1937 Code § 514.1.]

10.12.120 No-turn signs.

Whenever authorized signs are erected indicat-
ing that no right or left or U-turn is permitted, no
driver of a vehicle shall disobey the directions of
any such sign. [1937 Code § 514.2.]

10.12.130 Right turn against red signal
prohibition.

The city, traffic engineer is authorized to deter-
mine those intersections within any business or res-
idence district at which drivers of vehicles shall not
make a right turn against a red or stop signal and
shall erect proper signs giving notice of such pro-
hibition. No driver of a vehicle shall disobey the
directions of any such sign. [1937 Code § 514.3.]

10.12.140 Left turns between intersections.

It is unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to
turn such vehicle to the left, whether for the pur-
pose of entering or leaving a driveway or other-
wise, at any place between the intersections and
during the times so designated by the city traffic
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engineer when such places are appropriately
signed or marked. [1937 Code § 514.4.]

10.12.150 One-way streets and alleys signing.

Whenever any ordinance or resolution of this
city designates any one-way street or alley, the city
traffic engineer shall place and maintain signs giv-
ing notice thereof, and no such regulations shall be
effective unless such signs are in place. Signs indi-
cating the direction of lawful traffic movement
shall be placed at every intersection where move-
ment of traffic in the opposite direction is prohib-
ited. [1937 Code § 515.]

10.12.160 Stop sign erection.

Whenever any ordinance or resolution of this
city designates and describes any street or portion
thereof as a through street, or any intersection at
which vehicles are required to stop at one or more
entrances thereto, or any railroad grade crossing at
which vehicles are required to stop, the city traffic
engineer shall erect and maintain stop signs as fol-
lows:

A stop sign shall be erected on each and every
street intersecting such through street or portion
thereof so designated and at those entrances of
other intersections where a stop is required and at
any railroad grade crossing so designated. Every
such sign shall conform with and shall be placed as
provided in the Vehicle Code. [1937 Code § 516.]

10.12.170 Stop at through street or stop sign.

A. Those streets and parts of streets described
in PMC 10.36.020 are declared to be through
streets for the purposes of this section.

B. The provisions of this section shall also
apply at one or more entrances to the intersections
as such entrances and intersections are described in
PMC 10.36.030.

C. The provisions of this section shall apply at
those highway railway grade crossings as
described in PMC 10.36.040. [1937 Code § 516.1.]

10.12.180 Emerging from alley, driveway or
building.

The driver of a vehicle emerging from an alley,
driveway or building shall stop such vehicle imme-
diately prior to driving onto a sidewalk or into the
sidewalk area extending across any alleyway.
[1937 Code § 516.2.]

10.12.190 Yield right-of-way signs.

Pursuant to the authority contained in Section
21356 of the Vehicle Code of the state, the city
traffic engineer is authorized to erect, place, main-
tain, remove, or cause to be erected, placed, main-
tained or removed, yield right-of-way signs at one
or more approaches to an intersection of streets and
highways in the city which are not through streets,
but such vyield right-of-way signs shall not be
erected upon the approaches to more than one of
the intersecting streets. [1937 Code § 516.3.]
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STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING — GENERALLY

Chapter 10.16

STOPPING, STANDING AND
PARKING - GENERALLY?

Sections:

10.16.010 Regulations application.

10.16.040 Parking for certain purposes
prohibited.

10.16.050 Parallel parking on one-way streets.

10.16.060 Signs or markings indicating angle
parking.

10.16.070 Parking adjacent to schools.

10.16.080 Parking prohibited on narrow streets.

10.16.090 Parking on hills.

10.16.100 No stopping and no parking area
signing.

10.16.110 No parking areas.

10.16.115 Parking on unpaved surfaces
prohibited.

10.16.120 Parking peddlers’ or vendors’
vehicles.

10.16.130 Parking commercial vehicles in
residential districts.

10.16.140 Emergency parking signs.

10.16.150 Parking on city property.

10.16.170 Use of designated city-owned parking
lots.

10.16.190 Maximum weight of commercial
vehicles in certain districts.

10.16.010 Regulations application.

A. The provisions of this title prohibiting the
stopping, standing or parking of a vehicle shall
apply at all times or at those times herein specified,
except when it is necessary to stop a vehicle to
avoid conflict with other traffic or in compliance
with the directions of a police officer or official
traffic control device.

B. The provisions of this title imposing a time
limit on standing or parking shall not relieve any
person from the duty to observe other and more
restrictive provisions of the Vehicle Code or the
ordinances of this city prohibiting or limiting the

1. For statutory provisions authorizing local control of
parking on nonstate streets and highways, see Vehi-
cle Code §§ 22502(c) and 22507.

standing or parking of vehicles in specified places
or at specified times. [1937 Code § 519.]

10.16.040 Parking for certain purposes
prohibited.

No person shall park a vehicle upon any road-
way for the principal purpose of:

A. Displaying such vehicle for sale;

B. Washing, polishing, greasing, servicing,
repairing or otherwise working on such vehicles,
except temporary repairs necessitated by an emer-
gency. [1937 Code § 519.3.]

10.16.050 Parallel parking on one-way streets.

A. Subject to other and more restrictive limita-
tions, a vehicle may be stopped or parked within 18
inches of the left-hand curb facing in the direction
of traffic movement upon any one-way street
unless signs are in place prohibiting such stopping
or standing.

B. Inthe event a highway includes two or more
separate roadways and traffic is restricted to one
direction upon any such roadway, no person shall
stand or park a vehicle upon the left-hand side of
such one-way roadway unless signs are in place
permitting such standing or parking.

C. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
determine when standing or parking shall be pro-
hibited upon the left-hand side of any one-way
street or when standing or parking may be permit-
ted upon the left-hand side of any one way roadway
or a highway having two or more separate road-
ways and shall erect signs giving notice thereof.

D. The requirement of parallel parking shall not
apply in the event any commercial vehicle is actu-
ally engaged in the process of loading or unloading
freight or goods, in which case that vehicle may be
backed up to the curb; provided, that such vehicle
does not extend beyond the centerline of the street
and does not block traffic thereby. [1937 Code
§519.4.]

10.16.060 Signs or markings indicating angle
parking.

A. Whenever any ordinance of this city desig-
nates and describes any street or portion thereof
upon which angle parking shall be permitted, the
city traffic engineer shall mark or sign such street
indicating the angle at which vehicles shall be
parked.
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B. When signs or markings are in place indicat-
ing angle parking as herein provided, no person
shall park or stand a vehicle other than at the angle
to the curb or edge of the roadway indicated by
such signs or markings.

C. Angle parking shall be permitted upon those
streets and parts of streets described in PMC
10.36.050. [1937 Code § 519.5.]

10.16.070 Parking adjacent to schools.

A. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
erect signs indicating no parking upon that side of
any street adjacent to any school property when
such parking would, in his opinion, interfere with
traffic or create a hazardous situation.

B. When official signs are erected indicating no
parking upon that side of a street adjacent to any
school property, no person shall park a vehicle in
any such designated place. [1937 Code § 519.6.]

10.16.080 Parking prohibited on narrow
streets.

A. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
place signs or markings indicating no parking upon
any street when the width of the roadway does not
exceed 20 feet, or upon one side of a street as indi-
cated by such signs or markings when the width of
the roadway does not exceed 30 feet.

B. When official signs or markings prohibiting
parking are erected upon narrow streets as autho-
rized herein, no person shall park a vehicle upon
any such street in violation of any such sign or
marking. [1937 Code § 519.7.]

10.16.090 Parking on hills.

No person shall park or leave standing any vehi-
cle unattended on a highway when upon any grade
exceeding three percent within any business or res-
idence district without blocking the wheels of the
vehicle by turning them against the curb or by other
means. [1937 Code § 519.8.]

10.16.100 No stopping and no parking area
signing.

A. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
maintain, by appropriate signs or by paint upon the
curb surface, all no stopping zones, no parking
areas and restricted parking areas, as defined and
described in this title.

B. When the curb markings or signs are in
place, it is unlawful for the operator of any vehicle
to stop, stand or park such vehicle adjacent to any
such legible curb marking or sign in violation of
any of the provisions of this title. [1937 Code
§519.9.]

10.16.110 No parking areas.

It is unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to
stop, stand, park or leave standing such vehicle in
any of the following places, except when necessary
to avoid conflict with the direction of a police
officer or other authorized officer, or traffic sign or
signal:

A. Within any divisional island unless autho-
rized and clearly indicated with appropriate signs
or markings;

B. In any area where the city traffic engineer
determines that the parking or stopping of a vehicle
would constitute a traffic hazard or would endan-
ger life or property, when such area is indicated by
appropriate signs or by red paint upon the curb sur-
face;

C. Inany area established by resolution or ordi-
nance of the council as a no parking area, when
such area is indicated by appropriate signs or by
red paint upon the curb surface;

D. Upon, along or across any railway track in
such manner as to hinder, delay or obstruct the
movement of any car traveling upon such track;

E. Inany area where the parking or stopping of
any vehicle would constitute a traffic hazard or
would endanger life or property;

F. On any street or highway where the use of
such street or highway or a portion thereof is nec-
essary for the cleaning, repair or construction of the
street or highway or the installation of underground
utilities or where the use of the street or highway or
any portion thereof is authorized for a purpose
other than the normal flow of traffic or where the
use of the street or highway or any portion thereof
is necessary for the movement of equipment, arti-
cles or structures of unusual size, and the parking
of such vehicle would prohibit or interfere with
such use or movement; provided, that signs giving
notice of such no parking are erected or placed at
least 24 hours prior to the effective time of such no
parking;

G. Atany place within 20 feet of a crosswalk at
an intersection in any business district when such
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place is indicated by appropriate signs or by red
paint upon the curb surface except that a bus may
stop at a designated bus stop;

H. Within 20 feet of the approach to any traffic
signal, boulevard stop sign or official electric
flashing device. [1937 Code § 519.10.]

10.16.115 Parking on unpaved surfaces
prohibited.

A. No person, including but not limited to the
owner, tenant, manager or occupant of property
designed or used as a residence, shall keep, store,
park, or allow to be parked or left unattended, any
trailer, boat, or vehicle, as defined by California
Vehicle Code Section 670, on any portion of a
front or corner side yard as defined in PMC
18.06.745, except on an area that is paved.

B. For purposes of this section only, “paved”
means: (1) treated or covered with asphaltic con-
crete, portland cement concrete, interlocking pav-
ers installed atop an aggregate base and in
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommenda-
tions, or other similar surface material, and main-
tained in such a manner to provide for a mud-free
and dustless surface; and (2) contiguously covers
the entire surface upon which the trailer, boat or
motor vehicle is kept, stored or parked, but does
not exceed the paved surface limitations set forth in
PMC 18.78.050(A)(5). Areas of compacted earth,
reinforced with a soil reinforcing fabric, a weed
preventing fabric, and covered with decorative
rock will also be defined as paved. This section
does not prohibit the placement or use of a two-
track driveway, as driveway is defined in PMC
18.06.265. [Ord. 07-1295 § 2, 2007.]

10.16.120 Parking peddlers’ or vendors’
vehicles.

No person shall stand or park any vehicle,
wagon or pushcart from which goods, wares, mer-
chandise, fruits, vegetables or foodstuffs are sold,
displayed, solicited or offered for sale or bartered
or exchanged, or any lunch wagon or eating car or
vehicle, on any portion of any street within this
city, except that such vehicles, wagons or pushcarts
may stand or park only at the request of a bona fide
purchaser for a period of time not to exceed 10
minutes at any one place. The provisions of this
section shall not apply to persons delivering such
articles upon order of or by agreement with a cus-

tomer from a store or other fixed place of business
or distribution. [1937 Code § 519.11.]

10.16.130 Parking commercial vehicles in
residential districts.

No person shall park any commercial vehicle
more than five hours in a residential zoning district
(R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-1-A, PR) except:

A. While loading or unloading property and
time in addition to the five-hour period necessary
to complete the work; or

B. When the vehicle is parked in connection
with, and in aid of, the performance of a service to
or on a property in the block in which the vehicle is
parked and time in addition to the five-hour period
is reasonably necessary to complete the service.

This section becomes effective only after signs
or markings giving notice have been placed. [Ord.
935§ 11, 1987; 1937 Code § 519.12.]

10.16.140 Emergency parking signs.

A. Whenever the city traffic engineer deter-
mines that an emergency traffic congestion is
likely to result from the holding of public or private
assemblages, gatherings or functions, or for other
reasons, the city traffic engineer shall have power
and authority to order temporary signs to be
erected or posted indicating that the operation,
parking or standing of vehicles is prohibited on
such streets and alleys as the city traffic engineer
shall direct during the time such temporary signs
are in place. Such signs shall remain in place only
during the existence of such emergency and the
city traffic engineer shall cause such signs to be
removed promptly thereafter.

B. When signs authorized by the provisions of
this section are in place giving notice thereof, no
person shall operate, park or stand any vehicle con-
trary to the directions and provisions of such signs.
[1937 Code § 519.13.]

10.16.150 Parking on city property.

A. Whenever the city traffic engineer deter-
mines that the orderly, efficient conduct of the
city’s business requires that parking or standing of
vehicles on city property be prohibited, limited or
restricted, the city traffic engineer shall have the
power and authority to order signs to be erected or
posted, or curb markings to be placed, indicating
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any purpose other than the loading or unloading of
passengers or materials; provided, that the loading
or unloading of passengers shall not consume more
than three minutes nor the loading or unloading of
materials more than 30 minutes;

3. White means no stopping, standing or
parking for any purpose other than loading or
unloading of passengers, or for the purpose of
depositing mail in an adjacent mail box which shall
not exceed three minutes, and such restrictions
shall apply at all times, except that taxis may stop,
stand or park in a white zone marked or signed as a
taxicab stand;

4. Green means no standing or parking for
longer than 24 minutes at any time between 7:00
a.m. and 6:00 p.m. of any day except Sundays and
holidays;

5. Blue indicates parking limited exclusively
to the vehicles of physically handicapped persons.

B. The city traffic engineer is authorized to des-
ignate parking spaces for the exclusive use of vehi-
cles which display a distinguishing license plate or
a placard issued pursuant to Section 22511.5 of the
Vehicle Code, or to disabled veterans as specified
in Section 9105 of the Vehicle Code, and in addi-
tion, may designate stalls or spaces in an off-street
parking facility owned or operated by the city or
private person for the exclusive use of vehicles
which display distinguishing license plates or plac-
ards issued pursuant to Section 22511.5 of the
Vehicle Code or to disabled veterans as specified
in Section 9105 of the Vehicle Code.

In the case of on-street parking spaces, the park-
ing space shall be indicated by blue paint on the
curb or edge of the paved portion of the street adja-
cent to the space. In addition to the blue paint, the
space may also be indicated by signs or other suit-
able means.

In the case of off-street parking facilities, these
stalls or spaces shall be designated by posting
immediately adjacent to, and visible from, each
stall or space, a sign consisting of a profile view of
a wheelchair with occupant in white on a blue
background.

Any vehicle parked in violation of an off-street
parking street facility physically handicapped stall
or space may be towed from said stall or space pur-
suant to the provisions of Vehicle Code Section
22511.8.

C. Itisunlawful and punishable as an infraction
for the operator of any vehicle to stop, stand or park
a vehicle adjacent to any such legible curb marking
described in subsection (A) of this section, or for
the operator of any vehicle not displaying a distin-
guishing license plate issued to disabled persons
pursuant to Vehicle Code Section 22511.5 or to
disabled veterans pursuant to Vehicle Code Sec-
tion 9105 to stop, stand, park or leave standing
such vehicle in any parking space properly desig-
nated for the exclusive use of physically handi-
capped persons pursuant to subsection (B) of this
section. [Ord. 722 881, 2, 3, 1978; 1937 Code
§520.1.]

10.20.030 Effect of permission to load or
unload.

A. Permission herein granted to stop or stand a
vehicle for purposes of loading or unloading of
materials shall apply only to commercial vehicles
and shall not extend beyond the time necessary
therefor, and in no event for more than 30 minutes.

B. The loading or unloading of materials shall
apply only to commercial deliveries, also the deliv-
ery or pickup of express and parcel post packages
and United States mail.

C. Permission herein granted to stop or park for
purposes of loading or unloading passengers shall
include the loading or unloading of personal bag-
gage but shall not extend beyond the time neces-
sary therefor and in no event for more than three
minutes.

D. Within the total time limits above specified,
the provisions of this section shall be enforced so
as to accommodate necessary and reasonable load-
ing or unloading but without permitting abuse of
the privileges granted. [1937 Code § 520.2.]

10.20.040 Standing for loading or unloading
only.

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in
any passenger loading zone for any purpose other
than loading or unloading passengers or material
for such time as is permitted in PMC 10.20.030.
[1937 Code § 520.3.]

10.20.050 Standing in passenger loading zone.

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle in
any passenger loading zone for any purpose other
than the loading or unloading of passengers for

10-14



PITTSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE

10.24.030

such time as is specified in PMC 10.20.030. [1937
Code § 520.4.]

10.20.060 Standing in an alley.

When official signs prohibiting such parking are
in place, no person shall stop, stand or park a vehi-
cle for any purpose other than the loading or
unloading of materials in any alley. Such parking
shall not exceed 30 minutes. In no event shall the
driver of such vehicle leave less than one traffic
lane for unobstructed passage. When an alley is
designated as a one-way alley, such parking by
vehicles shall be permitted on the right side only.
[1937 Code § 520.5.]

Chapter 10.24

STOPPING, STANDING AND
PARKING - RESTRICTIONS?

Sections:
10.24.010
10.24.020

Parking time limited on certain streets.
Parking prohibited at all times on
certain streets.

All-night parking.

Parking space markings.

Removal of violator vehicles.

No parking in designated street
sweeping zones during posted times.

10.24.030
10.24.040
10.24.050
10.24.060

10.24.010 Parking time limited on certain
streets.

When authorized signs are in place giving notice
thereof, no person shall stop, stand or park any
vehicle on any of the streets enumerated in PMC
10.36.060 for a period of time longer than the
period of time designated in such section, at any
time between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
of any day except Sundays and holidays. [1937

Code § 521.]

10.24.020 Parking prohibited at all times on
certain streets.

When signs are erected giving notice thereof, no
person shall park a vehicle at any time upon any of
the streets described in PMC 10.36.070. [1937
Code § 521.1]

10.24.030 All-night parking.

No person shall stop, stand or park a vehicle on
any street in any business district for a period of
time longer than 30 minutes between the hours of
2:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. of any day, except on the
north side of EI Dorado Drive from the westerly
line of the Desert Palms Apartments (Assessor’s
Parcel 88-071-09) to the easterly line of the
Heights Drive-in Restaurant (Assessor’s Parcel 88-
071-04). [1937 Code § 521.2.]

1. For statutory provisions requiring submission of all
local regulations concerning stopping or standing of
vehicles of state highways to the State Highways
Department, see Vehicle Code § 22358.5.
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10.24.040 Parking space markings.

The city traffic engineer is authorized to install
and maintain parking space markings to indicate
parking spaces adjacent to curbings where autho-
rized parking is permitted.

When such parking space markings are placed
in the highway, subject to other and more restric-
tive limitations, no vehicle shall be stopped, left
standing or parked other than within a single space
unless the size or shape of such vehicle makes
compliance impossible. [1937 Code § 521.3.]

10.24.050 Removal of violator vehicles.

Any vehicle which is parked or left standing
upon any street or highway, or any part thereof, in
the city, upon which the standing or parking of
vehicles has been prohibited, may be removed
from such street or highway or part thereof by any
police officer of the city, subject to the procedure
set forth in Section 22652 of the Vehicle Code of
the state. No vehicle shall be removed pursuant to
this section unless signs are posted giving notice of
such removal. [1937 Code § 521.4.]

10.24.060 No parking in designated street
sweeping zones during posted times.

A. Whenever the director of public works and
the city engineer are in agreement that a city street,
alley, or public parking facility should be posted
“No Parking” for the purpose of street sweeping,
the public works director shall direct the installa-
tion of appropriate signs in the area, indicating
prominently thereon, the parking limitation or pro-
hibition, and the day of the week and period of the
day for its application.

B. Whenever the director of public works and
the city engineer are in agreement that parking or
standing of vehicles on any city street, alley, or
public parking facility should be prohibited or
restricted for the purpose of street sweeping, no
vehicle shall be parked or allowed to stand on any
portion of the street, alley, or public facility in vio-
lation of signs posted therefor, and shall be cited in
accordance with Chapter 1.12 PMC.

C. Any vehicle, including, but not limited to, a
delivery, utility, or service vehicle, which is under
the control of an individual providing service to
property located on a street in the permit parking
area shall be permitted to stand or be parked on the
street in the area without being limited by the pro-

hibitions or restrictions established pursuant to the
ordinance codified in this chapter. Identification of
such vehicle as a commercial, utility or service
vehicle shall be the responsibility of the driver of
such vehicle.

D. Any vehicle which is identified as used by a
disabled or handicapped individual meeting the
requirement of Section 22511.5 of the state of Cal-
ifornia Vehicle Code and displays a handicap plate
or placard shall be permitted to stand or be parked
on a street in the area without being limited by the
prohibitions or restrictions established pursuant to
the ordinance codified in this chapter. [Ord. 05-
1254 § 2, 2005.]

10-16



PITTSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE

10.26.030

Chapter 10.26

PREFERENTIAL RESIDENTIAL PERMIT
PARKING (PRPP)

Sections:
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10.26.120

10.26.010 Purpose.

The provisions of this article set forth proce-
dures for the establishment of permit parking areas
within the city of Pittsburg in order to alleviate, in
certain residential areas, motor vehicle congestion
caused by long-term parking by nonresidents of
those areas. [Ord. 1179 § 2, 2001.]

10.26.020 Definitions.

The following words and phrases when used in
this chapter shall have the meaning respectively
ascribed to them in this section:

A. “Business” means a commercial enterprise
or establishment located in the designated prefer-
ential permit parking area.

B. “Dwelling unit” means two or more con-
nected rooms designed exclusively for occupancy
by one family for living or sleeping purposes and
having only one kitchen.

C. “Guest permit” means a valid parking permit
issued pursuant to PMC 10.26.060.

D. “Nonresident vehicle” means a motor vehi-
cle not registered to or otherwise properly main-
tained by a resident residing within the specific
residential area in which it is parked.

E. “Parking permit” or “permit” means a valid
residential parking permit or guest parking permit,
in the form of a decal, sticker, or similar device
issued pursuant to the provisions of this chapter,
which, when displayed upon a motor vehicle as
described herein in the residential area for which it
is issued, shall permit the motor vehicle for which
it is issued to park in that residential area notwith-
standing any parking prohibition in that area estab-
lished pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.

F. “Person” means every natural person, firm,
copartnership, association or corporation.

G. “Preferential residential permit parking
area” or “permit parking area” or “residential area”
means an area with streets and boundaries desig-
nated by the city council by resolution within
which vehicles displaying a valid parking permit
issued for that residential area shall be permitted to
park notwithstanding any parking prohibition in
that area established pursuant to the provisions of
this chapter.

H. “City engineer” means the person occupying
the position of city engineer of the city of Pittsburg
or his or her designee. The city engineer shall pro-
pose those regulations for adoption by council res-
olution, which are needed to further the intent of
the ordinance codified in this chapter. When
adopted by council resolution, these regulations
shall be enforceable as if set forth in the ordinance
codified in this chapter.

I. “Valid application” means a completed park-
ing permit application obtained from the city com-
munity development department on which a
resident has provided all requested information and
is accompanied both by evidence of residency and
vehicle ownership, with the vehicles registered at
the resident’s address, and by the required applica-
tion fee. Appropriate evidence shall include, but
not be limited to, a current vehicle registration, a
current driver’s license, and a recent utility bill.
[Ord. 1179 § 2, 2001.]

10.26.030 Designation of preferential
residential permit parking areas.

A. An area shall be evaluated for preferential
residential permit parking eligibility if, after meet-
ing with staff and being informed of the criteria
used in determining eligibility, residents of the area
submit an application meeting the following
requirements:
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1. The application shall contain a description
or a map showing the proposed residential permit
parking area.

2. The application shall include a petition
containing the signature, printed name, and address
of residents of at least 67 percent of the dwelling
units in the proposed area.

3. Atthe top of each page of the petition shall
appear the following statement, with the proposed
time restriction included:

We, the undersigned, are residents of the
proposed residential permit parking area
described in this application. We request
that it be designated a preferential residen-
tial permit parking area and, if it is, under-
stand that the following restrictions will be
placed upon on-street parking within the
area: ; that residents of
the area and their visitors will be eligible to
obtain permits exempting them from such
parking restrictions; that an annual fee for
residential parking permits may be
charged. The fee, if any, will be deter-
mined by Council Resolution, and may be
adjusted annually.

B. Anarea for which an application meeting the
above requirements has been received shall have
its eligibility for permit parking determined on the
basis of the criteria listed below. Residential areas
that, at the time the preferential residential permit
parking program is adopted, already have parking
prohibitions or restriction for the purpose of pre-
venting all-day parking by nonresidents, will not
be required to meet the second and third criteria.

1. A minimum of 80 percent of the property
adjacent to the streets in the area must be zoned res-
idential;

2. A minimum of 80 percent of all on-street
parking spaces within the area must be occupied
during any two peak parking hours of any three
days during a two-week period;

3. A minimum of 25 percent of the vehicles
parked on the street during the aforementioned
time period must be registered to nonresidents of
the area;

4. A determination by the city engineer that
the size and boundaries of the identified area are
such that designating it for permit parking would

not result in shifting the parking problem to an
adjacent area;

5. Such criteria which the city engineer
deems necessary, which could include, but would
not be limited to:

a. The extent to which vehicles owned by
residents of the area could be accommodated by
off-street parking spaces,

b. The location and number of parking
spaces available for the vehicles of nonresidents
that would be displaced in the proposed permit
parking area.

C. At the completion of surveys and studies to
determine whether the criteria are satisfied, a deci-
sion shall be made by the city engineer as to the eli-
gibility of the area for permit parking. If an area is
deemed eligible, a resolution establishing it as a
permit parking area shall be drafted. The resolution
shall specify the following:

1. The boundaries of the area;

2. The appropriate prohibition or restriction
on parking for the area;

3. The period of the day and the days of the
week of the parking prohibition or restriction’s
application;

4. The beginning and ending dates of the 12-
month period for which permits for the area shall
be issued.

D. The city council of the city of Pittsburg will
then conduct a public hearing on the proposed pref-
erential residential permit parking (PRPP) area.
Notice of the hearing to all owners of real property,
as shown on the latest equalized assessment roll,
within 300 feet of the area that is the subject of the
hearing. In lieu of utilizing the assessment roll, the
local agency may utilize records of the county
assessor or tax collector which contain more recent
information than the assessment roll. If the number
of owners to whom a notice would be mailed or
delivered is greater than 1,000, a local agency, in
lieu of mailed or delivered notice, may provide
notice by placing a display advertisement of at
least one-eighth page in a least one newspaper of
general circulation within the local agency in
which the proceeding is conducted at least 10 days
prior to the hearing.

E. If the notice is mailed or delivered it shall
also be published in at least one newspaper of gen-
eral circulation within the local agency that is con-
ducting the proceeding at least 10 days prior to the
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hearing. In addition, it shall also be posted at least
10 days prior to the hearing in at least three public
places within the boundaries of the local agency,
including one public place in the area directly
affected.

F. If, after a public hearing, an area is still
deemed eligible to be a preferential residential per-
mit parking area, the recommendations of the city
engineer, along with a proposed resolution, shall be
submitted to the city council.

G. The city council may adopt, modify and
adopt, or reject a proposed resolution establishing
preferential residential permit parking area.

H. At any time after a resolution establishing a
PRPP area is adopted, the city may conduct sur-
veys and studies to evaluate the area’s continuing
eligibility for PRPP. At any time after a resolution
establishing a PRPP area is adopted, the city engi-
neer may recommend that the area’s PRPP desig-
nation be modified or rescinded. A public hearing,
for which advance notice will be posted, will be
held before the commission’s recommendation is
made to the city council. At any time after a reso-
lution establishing a PRPP area is adopted, the city
engineer may modify or rescind the area’s designa-
tion.

I. Atany time after the adoption of a resolution
establishing a PRPP, the city council may, by
appropriate resolution, modify or rescind the area’s
permit parking designation in any manner not
inconsistent with this chapter. [Ord. 1179 §2,
2001.]
10.26.040 Issuance of residential parking
permits.

The engineering department shall be responsible
for the receipt of applications from and the issu-
ance of parking permits to persons residing in or
conducting business or nonbusiness enterprises in
a designated permit parking area.

A. Each permitapplication received for the area
shall be responded to within 10 working days of its
receipt, either by issuing a permit or by providing
the applicant with a written explanation of the rea-
son(s) that the permit application is being denied.

B. A residential parking permit may be issued
for motor vehicle upon receipt of valid application
from a resident of a designated permit parking area.

1. The applicant must demonstrate that he or
she is currently a resident of the area for which the
permit is to be issued; and

2. The application must demonstrate that he
or she has ownership or continuing custody of the
motor vehicle for which the permit is to be issued.

C. No more than one permit may be issued to
each motor vehicle for which an application is
made.

D. Permits shall be good for a 12-month period
and shall be renewable annually. Verification of
current residency and of vehicle ownership shall be
required for renewals.

E. Each permit shall be valid only for particular
vehicle, 12-month period, and permit area for
which it is issued.

F. No more than three permits may be issued to
any one dwelling unit for vehicles owned by resi-
dents of that dwelling unit.

G. A preferential residential parking permit
may, in addition, be issued upon receipt of a valid
application for any vehicle owned or leased by a
person who owns or leases commercial property
and engages in business activity within the partic-
ular preferential residential permit parking area. A
business located in the residential permit parking
area will be allowed to obtain one permit for each
motor vehicle it owns up to a maximum of three
parking permits per business.

H. Each residential parking permit shall be
affixed to the vehicles for which it is issued in the
location determined by regulations adopted pursu-
ant to PMC 10.26.020(H).

I. Records of the number of parking permits
issued to each dwelling unit, the names of permit
holders, the license numbers of vehicles for which
permits have been issued, the preprinted number of
each permit, and the documents checked to estab-
lish residency and vehicle ownership for each per-
mit shall be maintained by the community
development department. [Ord. 1179 § 2, 2001.]

10.26.050 Revocation of residential parking
permits.

The community development department may
revoke the parking permit(s) of any person or vehi-
cle known to the community development depart-
ment to no longer be eligible for a permit. Written
notice, stating the reason(s) for the revocation and
requesting removal of the permit(s) from the vehi-
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cle(s), shall be given to the permit holder. [Ord.
1179 8 2, 2001.]

10.26.060 Guest parking permits.

A. Each dwelling unit within a residential area
which is the residence of one or more valid permit
holders shall be eligible to receive two guest per-
mits valid in the permit parking area in which the
dwelling unit is located. A maximum of two guest
permits will be issued per dwelling unit may be
issued to residents of such unit. One additional
guest permit may be issued to nonresident property
owners for properties owned in that area upon sub-
mission of proof of ownership.

B. The guest permit will be in the form desig-
nated by regulation adopted pursuant to PMC
10.26.020(H). They will be valid for the entire per-
mit year for the area for which they are issued and
for all vehicles in which they are displayed.

C. There will be a $25.00 charge to replace a
lost guest permit. A signed affidavit stating that the
original guest permit has been lost will be required
before a replacement will be issued.

D. Residents of designated permit parking
areas who live in dwelling units in which no mem-
bers have purchased resident parking permits can
be issued two guest permits by providing proof of
residency of one of its members and by paying the
amount of the annual fee charged for a residential
parking permit.

E. A maximum of 20 free one-day guest park-
ing permits, per special event, can be obtained by
residents of designated permit parking areas by
requesting them, in person, from the community
development department at City Hall. [Ord. 1179
8 2,2001.]

10.26.070 Appeal.

A. Any resident may appeal to the city council
by filing with the city clerk a written notice of such
appeal in accordance with PMC 1.08.050.

B. Any person who has been denied a permit(s)
or had a permit(s) revoked may appeal to the city
council by filing with the city clerk a written notice
of such appeal in accordance with PMC 1.08.050.

C. Such notice shall be filed with the city clerk
within 14 days after receipt of written notice of
such action appealed from, but in no event later
than 30 days after the date of such action. [Ord.
1179 § 2, 2001.]

10.26.080 Permit fees.

The annual fees for permits, if any, shall be
established by resolution of the city council. [Ord.
1179 § 2, 2001.]

10.26.090 Permit parking exemptions.

A. A motor vehicle on which is displayed a
valid residential parking permit, as provided for
herein, shall be permitted to stand or be parked in
the residential permit parking area for which the
permit has been issued without being limited by
prohibitions or restriction established pursuant to
the ordinance codified in this chapter.

1. This chapter shall not be interpreted or
applied in a manner, which shall abridge or alter
regulations established by authority other than the
ordinance codified in this chapter.

2. This chapter shall not exempt the permit
parking holder from other traffic controls and reg-
ulations existing in the designated preferential res-
idential permit parking area.

3. This chapter shall not permit the parking
permit holder to leave standing his or her vehicle
for more than 72 hours.

4. A residential parking permit shall not
guarantee or reserve to the holder thereof an on-
street parking space within the designated residen-
tial permit parking area.

B. Any emergency vehicle including, but not
limited to, an ambulance, fire engine, or police
vehicle, which is under the control of an individual
providing service to a property located in the per-
mit parking area shall be permitted to stand or be
parked on a street in the area without being limited
by the prohibitions or restrictions established pur-
suant to the ordinance codified in this chapter.

C. Any vehicle, including but not limited to a
delivery, utility, or service vehicle, which is under
the control of an individual providing service to
property located on a street in the permit parking
area shall be permitted to stand or be parked on the
street in the area without being limited by the pro-
hibitions or restrictions established pursuant to the
ordinance codified in this chapter. Identification of
such vehicle as a commercial, utility, or service
vehicle shall be the responsibility of the driver of
such vehicle.

D. Any vehicle which is identified as used by a
disabled or handicapped individual meeting the
requirement of Section 22511.5 of the state of Cal-
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ifornia Vehicle Code and displays a handicap plate
or placard shall be permitted to stand or be parked
on a street in the area without being limited by the
prohibitions or restrictions established pursuant to
the ordinance codified in this chapter. [Ord. 1179
§2,2001.]

10.26.100 Posting of permit parking areas.

A. Upon adoption of a resolution establishing a
preferential residential permit parking area, the city
engineer shall direct the installation of appropriate
signs in the area, indicating prominently thereon
the parking time limitation or prohibition, the
period of the day for its application, and the condi-
tions under which permit parking shall be exempt
therefrom.

B. Once appropriate signs are erected in a per-
mit parking area, a warning period of 14 days shall
go into effect. During this warning period, motor
vehicles not displaying valid permits, which are
parking on the street in violation of or in excess of
the posted parking prohibition or time limit restric-
tion, shall be cited. [Ord. 1179 § 2, 2001.]

10.26.110 Violations.

It is unlawful and constitutes a violation of this
chapter for any person to do, or cause to be done,
any of the following:

A. To stand or park a motor vehicle without a
properly displayed current permit in violation of a
signed parking restriction in a PRPP area;

B. To falsely represent himself or herself as eli-
gible for a parking permit or to furnish false infor-
mation in an application for a permit;

C. To permit the user or display of, or to use or
display, a valid parking permit issued under this
chapter on a motor vehicle other than that for
which the permit was issued;

D. To copy, reproduce, or otherwise bring into
existence a facsimile or counterfeit residential
guest parking permit;

E. To knowingly use a facsimile or counterfeit
resident or guest permit in order to evade a prohi-
bition or time limitation on parking applicable in
the permit parking area;

F. To sell, give, or exchange a valid parking
permit issued under this chapter to any other per-
son;

G. To knowingly commit any act which is pro-
hibited by the terms of this chapter. [Ord. 1179 § 2,
2001.]

10.26.120 Review and evaluation of the
preferential residential permit
parking program.

The city engineer shall regularly evaluate the
preferential residential permit parking program
and any modification to the ordinance codified in
this chapter resulting from this review shall be pre-
sented to the city council. [Ord. 1179 § 2, 2001.]
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Chapter 10.28
BUS, TAXI AND BICYCLE ZONES

Sections:

10.28.010
10.28.020
10.28.030

Bicycle parking zones.
Bus zones.
Taxicab stands.

10.28.010 Bicycle parking zones.

When the city traffic engineer determines that
the establishment of a bicycle parking zone is rea-
sonably necessary or desirable for the regulation of
traffic or to provide facilities for the temporary
parking of bicycles being operated upon the public
streets, or to safeguard life or property, he is autho-
rized to set aside a space on the street not more than
36 feet in length for the parking of bicycles during
such hours of such days as are found by him to be
best suited for the accomplishment of the purposes
set forth in this section. When a bicycle parking
zone is so established, the city traffic engineer shall
cause appropriate signs to be posted thereat during
such hours, giving notice that parking of other
vehicles is prohibited. No person shall stop, stand
or park any other vehicle in front of such zone
while such signs are in place. [1937 Code § 522.]

10.28.020 Bus zones.

A. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
establish bus zones opposite curb space for the
loading and unloading of buses or common carriers
of passengers and to determine the location thereof
subject to the directives and limitations set forth
herein.

B. “Bus,” as used in this section, means any
motor bus, motor coach, trackless trolley coach or
passenger stage used as a common carrier of pas-
sengers.

C. No bus zone shall exceed 80 feet in length,
except that when satisfactory evidence has been
presented to the city traffic engineer showing the
necessity therefor, the city traffic engineer may
extend bus zones not to exceed a total length of 125
feet.

D. Bus zones shall normally be established on
the far side of an intersection.

E. The city traffic engineer shall paint ared line
stencil with white letters “BUS ZONE” upon the

top or side of all curbs and places specified as a bus
zone.

F. No person shall stop, stand or park any vehi-
cle except a bus in a bus zone.

G. No bus shall stand in any bus zone longer
than necessary to load or unload passengers. [1937
Code § 522.1.]

10.28.030 Taxicab stands.

A. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
establish taxicab stands alongside curbs or edges of
streets or highways for the parking, stopping or
standing of taxicabs, or loading and unloading of
taxicab passengers, subject to the provisions and
limitations of this title and ordinances of the city.

B. The curb surface or edge of street or high-
way within each taxicab stand shall be painted
white and marked “TAXICAB STAND” in red let-
tering, or shall be designated by signs of a type and
size approved by the city traffic engineer.

C. It is unlawful for the driver of any vehicle
other than a taxicab to park, stop or stand the vehi-
cle in such taxicab stand. [1937 Code § 522.2.]
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Chapter 10.32

PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED
USE OF STREETS

Sections:
10.32.010 Certain vehicles prohibited in any
business district.

Advertising vehicles.

Animal-drawn vehicles.

Truck routes.

Commercial vehicles prohibited from
using certain streets.

Adbvertising on streets or sidewalks

prohibited.

10.32.020
10.32.030
10.32.040
10.32.050

10.32.060

10.32.010 Certain vehicles prohibited in any
business district.

No person shall operate any of the following
vehicles in any business district between the hours
of 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. of any day except Sun-
days and holidays:

A. Any freight vehicle more than eight and one-
half feet in width with load, or any vehicle so
loaded that any part of its load extends more than
five feet to the front or more than 10 feet to the rear
of the vehicle;

B. Any vehicle carrying building material that
has not been loaded, or is not to be unloaded, at
some point within any business district;

C. Any vehicle conveying refuse, rubbish, gar-
bage or dirt except when operating in conformity to
a franchise, ordinance or resolution of the city; pro-
vided, that the chief of police may by written per-
mit authorize the operation of any such vehicle for
the purpose of making necessary emergency deliv-
eries to or from points within any business district.
[1937 Code § 523.]

10.32.020 Advertising vehicles.

No person shall operate or drive any vehicle
used for commercial advertising purposes with a
sound-amplifying or loud-speaking device upon
any street or alley at any time. [1937 Code
§523.1.]

10.32.030 Animal-drawn vehicles.
No person shall drive any animal-drawn vehi-
cles into or within any business district between the

hours of 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. of any day. [1937
Code § 523.3]

10.32.040 Truck routes.

A. Whenever any ordinance of this city desig-
nates and describes any street or portion thereof as
a street the use of which is permitted by any vehicle
exceeding a maximum gross weight limit of three
tons, the city traffic engineer is authorized to des-
ignate such street or streets by appropriate signs as
“truck traffic routes” for the movement of vehicles
exceeding a maximum gross weight limit of three
tons.

B. When any such truck traffic route or routes
are established and designated by appropriate
signs, the operator of any vehicle exceeding a max-
imum gross weight limit of three tons shall drive on
such route or routes and none other, except that
nothing in this section shall prohibit the operator of
any vehicle exceeding a maximum gross weight of
three tons coming from a “truck traffic route” hav-
ing ingress and egress by direct route to and from
restricted streets when necessary for the purpose of
making pickups or deliveries of goods, wares and
merchandise from or to any building or structure
located on such restricted streets or for the purpose
of delivering materials to be used in the actual and
bona fide repair, alteration, remodeling or con-
struction of any building or structure upon such
restricted street for which a building permit has
previously been obtained therefor.

C. The provisions of this section shall not apply
to:

1. Passenger buses under the jurisdiction of
the Public Utilities Commission; or

2. Any vehicle owned by a public utility
while necessarily in use in the construction, instal-
lation or repair of any public utility.

D. Those streets and parts of streets described
in PMC 10.36.080 are declared to be truck traffic
routes for the movement of vehicles exceeding a
maximum gross weight of three tons. [1937 Code
§523.4.]

10.32.050 Commercial vehicles prohibited
from using certain streets.

A. Whenever any ordinance of this city desig-
nates and describes any street or portion thereof as
a street, the use of which is prohibited by any com-
mercial vehicle, the city traffic engineer shall erect
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and maintain appropriate signs on those streets
affected by such ordinance.

B. The provisions of this section shall not apply
to passenger buses under the jurisdiction of the
Public Utilities Commission, any vehicle owned
by a public utility while necessarily in use in the
construction, installation or repairs of any public
utility, or commercial vehicles making pickups or
deliveries of goods, wares and merchandise from
or to any building or structure located on such
restricted streets or for the purpose of delivering
materials to be used in the actual and bona fide
repair, alteration, remodeling or construction of
any building or structure upon such restricted
streets for which a building permit has previously
been obtained therefor.

C. Those streets and parts of streets described in
PMC 10.36.090 are declared to be streets, the use
of which is prohibited by any commercial vehicle.
[1937 Code § 523.5.]

10.32.060 Advertising on streets or sidewalks
prohibited.

No person shall use or occupy any part of any
public sidewalk or street, except as in this section
otherwise provided, for the purpose of displaying,
exhibiting or selling any goods, wares or merchan-
dise or for the purpose of soliciting, requesting or
enticing any persons to enter any place of business,
or for the purpose of erecting, placing, maintaining
or displaying advertising signs, signboards, bill-
boards, sandwich boards or other structures used
for purposes of advertising; provided, that nothing
in this section contained shall prohibit the sale or
offering for sale or the possession or custody of
newspapers, magazines, periodicals or other
printed matter commonly sold by news vendors,
occurring upon the sidewalk and not in or upon that
portion of a street used for vehicular traffic. [1937
Code § 523.6.]

Chapter 10.36
SPECIFIC STREETS DESIGNATED

Sections:
10.36.080 Truck routes.
10.36.120 Bicycle lanes.

10.36.080 Truck routes.

In accordance with PMC 10.32.040 and when
signs are erected giving notice thereof, the follow-
ing streets or portions of streets are declared to be
truck traffic routes for the movement of vehicles
exceeding a maximum gross weight of three tons:

A. Bailey Road, State Route 4 to southern city
limits;

B. Buchanan Road, Railroad Avenue to eastern
city limits;

C. California Avenue, State Route 4 “Lover-
idge Road” freeway ramps to Loveridge Road;

D. East Leland Road, Railroad Avenue to east-
ern city limits;

E. East Tenth Street, Black Diamond Street to
Harbor Street;

F. East Third Street, Harbor Street to eastern
terminous;

G. Harbor Street, East Third Street to East
Leland Road;

H. Kirker Pass Road, Buchanan Road to south-
ern city limits;

I. Loveridge Road, northern terminous to East
Leland Road;

J. North Parkside Drive, Willow Pass Road to
Railroad Avenue;

K. Pittsburg-Antioch Highway, Harbor Street
to eastern city limits;

L. Railroad Avenue, East Tenth Street to
Buchanan Road;

M. West Leland Road, Bailey Road to Railroad
Avenue;

N. West Tenth Street, Willow Pass Road to
Black Diamond Street; and

O. Willow Pass Road, western city limits to
West Tenth Street. [Ord. 05-1238 § 3, 2005; 1937
Code § 527.7.]

10.36.120 Bicycle lanes.

Pursuant to Section 21207 of the Vehicle Code
of the state, the city council finds and declares that
there is a need for bicycle lanes separated from

10-24



PITTSBURG MUNICIPAL CODE

10.40.030

vehicular lanes upon certain streets in the city. All
bicycle lanes shall be designated by painted street
markings. [Amended during 2007 recodification;
Ord. 651 C.S. 8 1, 1972; 1937 Code § 528.]

Chapter 10.40
SPECIAL SPEED ZONES!

Sections:
10.40.010 Special speed zones.
10.40.030 Regulation of speed by traffic signals.

10.40.010 Special speed zones.

A. It is determined upon the basis of an engi-
neering and traffic survey that the speed permitted
by state law upon designated streets is not reason-
able and safe to facilitate the orderly movement of
traffic and it is declared that the prima facie speed
limit shall be as adopted by city council resolution.

B. The declared prima facie or maximum speed
limit shall be effective when appropriate signs giv-
ing notice thereof are erected upon the street and
shall not thereafter be revised except upon the basis
of an engineering and traffic survey. The provi-
sions of the section shall not apply in respect to any
25-mile-per-hour prima facie limit which is appli-
cable when passing a school building or the
grounds thereof. [Ord. 909 § 1, 1986; Ord. 880 § 1,
1985; Ord. 837 § 1, 1983; Ord. 819 § 1, 1981, Ord.
802 § 1, 1980; Ord. 742 § 1, 1978; Ord. 695 § A,
1976; Ord. 686, 1975; 1937 Code § 526.]

10.40.030 Regulation of speed by traffic
signals.

The city traffic engineer is authorized to regu-
late the timing of traffic signals so as to permit the
movement of traffic in an orderly and safe manner
at speeds slightly at variance from the speeds oth-
erwise applicable within the districts or at intersec-
tions, and shall erect appropriate signs giving
notice thereof. [1937 Code § 526.3.]

1. For statutory provisions authorizing local authorities
to raise statutory speed limits on nonstate highways,
streets and roads, see Vehicle Code § 22357; for the
provisions limiting downward speed zoning, see
Vehicle Code § 22358.5.
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MISCELLANEOUS DRIVING REGULATIONS

Chapter 10.48

MISCELLANEOQOUS DRIVING
REGULATIONS

Sections:

10.48.010
10.48.020
10.48.030
10.48.040
10.48.050

Driving through funeral processions.
Riding or driving on sidewalk.
Railway gates.

Trains not to block crossings.

Train speed.

10.48.010 Driving through funeral
processions.

No driver of a vehicle shall drive between vehi-
cles comprising a funeral procession while they are
in motion and when the vehicles in such proces-
sions are conspicuously so designated. The direct-
ing of all vehicles and traffic on any street over
which such funeral procession wishes to pass shall
be subject to the orders of the police department.
[1937 Code § 517.]

10.48.020 Riding or driving on sidewalk.

No person shall ride, drive, propel or cause to be
propelled any vehicle or animal across or upon any
sidewalk, excepting over permanently constructed
driveways and excepting when it is necessary for
any temporary purpose to drive a loaded vehicle
across a sidewalk; provided further, that the side-
walk area shall be substantially protected by
wooden planks two inches thick and written per-
mission shall be previously obtained from the city
traffic engineer. Such wooden planks shall not be
permitted to remain upon such sidewalk area dur-
ing the hours from 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. [1937
Code §517.2.]

10.48.030 Railway gates.

No person shall drive any vehicle through,
around or under any crossing gate or barrier at a
railroad grade crossing while such gate or barrier is
closed or is being opened or closed. [1937 Code
§524.]

10.48.040 Trains not to block crossings.

It is unlawful for any person to cause or permit
any railway train or railway cars or similar vehicle
on rails to operate or to be operated in such a man-
ner as to prevent the use of any street for the pur-

poses of travel for a period of time longer than 10
minutes, except that this provision shall not apply
to railway trains, cars or similar vehicles on rails
while blocking or obstructing a crossing because of
an accident which requires the operator of the train,
car or similar vehicle on rails to stop at or near the
scene of the accident. [Amended during 2007
recodification; 1937 Code § 524.1.]

10.48.050 Train speed.

It is unlawful for any person, firm or corporation
owning, operating or controlling any railroad train
or part thereof in the city to cause, permit or allow
the train or part thereof to pass over, along or upon
any of the public streets or highways of the city or
any other place within the city at a greater speed
than 40 miles per hour. [Ord. 713 § 2, 1977.]
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Chapter 10.52
PEDESTRIANS
Sections:

10.52.010
10.52.020

Crosswalk — Establishment.
Crosswalk — Use requirements.

10.52.010 Crosswalk — Establishment.

A. The city traffic engineer is authorized to
establish and maintain crosswalks and to designate
them by appropriate devices or painted signs upon
the surface of the roadway.

B. The city traffic engineer may place signs at
or adjacent to an intersection in respect to any
crosswalk directing that pedestrians shall not cross
in the crosswalk so indicated. [1937 Code § 518.]

10.52.020 Crosswalk — Use requirements.

A. No pedestrian shall cross a roadway other
than by a crosswalk in any business district.

B. No pedestrian shall cross a roadway, in any
other district, in any block in which there is a
marked crosswalk, except in such crosswalk. [1937
Code §518.1]

Chapter 10.56
BICYCLES!

Sections:

10.56.010
10.56.020
10.56.030
10.56.040
10.56.050
10.56.060
10.56.070
10.56.080
10.56.090
10.56.100

Bicycle defined.
Riding on sidewalk.
Riding in a group.
Passengers.
Towing.

Racing.

Trick riding.
Parking.

Speed.

Operation on parks, playgrounds and
school grounds.
10.56.110 Accident — Report.
10.56.010 Bicycle defined.

“Bicycle,” for the purposes of this chapter,
means any device upon which a person may ride,
which is propelled by human power through a sys-
tem of belts, chains, or gears, and which has wheels
with one wheel at least 20 inches in diameter and a
frame size of at least 14 inches. [Ord. 751 § 2(1),
1979.]

10.56.020 Riding on sidewalk.

No person shall ride or operate a bicycle on any
sidewalk in the city in any business district. [Ord.
751 8 2(2), 1979.]

10.56.030 Riding in a group.

Persons riding or operating bicycles in Pittsburg
shall not ride more than two abreast, except on
paths or parts of a roadway set aside for the exclu-
sive use of bicycles; provided further, that persons
riding bicycles on the sidewalk shall do so in single
file. [Ord. 751 § 2(3), 1979.]

10.56.040 Passengers.

No person riding or operating a bicycle in the
city shall carry another person on the bicycle,
unless such person or passenger is seated upon an
individual seat or carrier separate from that
intended to be used by the operator.

1. For statutory provisions authorizing local officials to
regulate bicycles, see Vehicle Code § 21206.
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No person shall ride upon a bicycle as a passen-
ger unless he is seated upon an individual seat or
carrier separate from that intended to be used by
the operator. [Ord. 751 § 2(4), 1979.]

10.56.050 Towing.

No person riding or operating a bicycle in the
city shall tow any other vehicle or person, except
that bicycle trailers used for the delivery of news-
papers, magazines or merchandise may be towed
when being used in such delivery service. [Ord.
751 8 2(5), 1979.]

10.56.060 Racing.

No person riding or operating a bicycle upon a
public highway or street shall participate in any
race, speed or endurance contest unless such race
or endurance contest has the written permission of
the city manager, and under the supervision of the
chief of police. [Ord. 751 § 2(6), 1979.]

10.56.070 Trick riding.

No person riding or operating a bicycle shall
perform or attempt to perform any acrobatic, fancy
or stunt riding upon any public highway or street in
the city. [Ord. 751 8§ 2(7), 1979.]

10.56.080 Parking.

No person shall park any bicycle against win-
dows or parking meters or on the main traveled
portion of the sidewalk, nor in such manner as to
constitute a hazard to pedestrians, traffic or prop-
erty.

If there are no bicycle racks or other facilities
intended to be used for parking of bicycles in the
vicinity, bicycles may be parked on the sidewalks
in an upright position parallel to and within 24
inches of the curb. [Ord. 751 § 2(8), 1979.]

10.56.090 Speed.

No person shall ride or operate a bicycle faster
than is reasonable and proper, and every bicycle
shall be operated with reasonable regard to the
safety of the operator and other persons upon the
streets, sidewalks and public highways of the city.
[Ord. 751 § 2(9), 1979.]

10.56.100 Operation on parks, playgrounds
and school grounds.

No person shall ride or operate a bicycle upon
any playground, park or school ground where chil-
dren are playing, without permission of the person
having supervision thereof. [Ord. 751 §2(10),
1979.]

10.56.110 Accident — Report.

The operator of any bicycle involved in an acci-
dent shall take reasonable steps to ascertain
whether or not anyone was injured, and he shall
give his name, address and the license number of
his bicycle to the person with whom he was in col-
lision; and he shall obtain the same information
from the other person.

It shall be the duty of the bicycle operator to
make a written report of any accident resulting in
death or injury to the police department within 24
hours of such accident. [Ord. 751 § 2(11), 1979.]
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Chapter 10.57

SKATEBOARDS, ROLLER SKATES, TOY
VEHICLES AND SIMILAR VEHICLES

Sections:

10.57.010
10.57.020
10.57.030

Riding in certain areas restricted.
No riding in parking lots.
Riding in certain positions prohibited.

10.57.010 Riding in certain areas restricted.

No person may ride upon or propel skateboard,
roller skates, toy vehicle or similar device on any
roadway within the city or on any private sidewalk
inside a commercial or business complex. No per-
son may ride upon or propel a skateboard, roller
skates, toy vehicle or similar device on any public
sidewalk along any roadway which fronts, abuts or
adjoins any commercial zone in an unsafe or reck-
less manner which could reasonably be expected to
result in injury to person or damage to property.
[Ord. 931 § 1, 1987.]

10.57.020 No riding in parking lots.

No person may ride upon or propel a skateboard,
roller skates, toy vehicle or similar device in or on
a parking lot or structure designed or used for the
parking of motorized vehicles. [Ord. 931 §1,
1987.]

10.57.030 Riding in certain positions
prohibited.

No person may ride a skateboard, roller skates,
toy vehicle or any similar device not designed and
equipped with a seat in a prone, crouched or seated
position or in any other position than an upright
position. [Ord. 931 § 1, 1987.]

Chapter 10.58

PARKING ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
PROPERTY

Sections:

10.58.010
10.58.020
10.58.030
10.58.040
10.58.050
10.58.060
10.58.070

Private off-street parking facilities.

Public facilities.

Public and private parking signing.

Interference with use of property.

Unlawful parking.

Removal of vehicles.

Liability for wrongful removal of

vehicles.

10.58.080 Regulation not exclusive.

10.58.010 Private off-street parking facilities.
The city council finds and declares that there are

privately owned and maintained off-street parking

facilities throughout the city which are generally

held open for use of the public for vehicle parking,

which creates a need for parking regulations,

including city’s ability to remove illegally parked

vehicles by tow. [Ord. 777 § 1, 1979.]

10.58.020 Public facilities.

The city council finds and declares that there are
publicly owned and maintained off-street parking
facilities throughout the city which are held open
for use for the public and for the purposes of vehi-
cle parking, necessitating a need for parking regu-
lations including city’s ability to remove illegally
parked vehicles by tow. [Ord. 777 § 1, 1979.]

10.58.030 Public and private parking signing.
A. No person shall drive or park a motor vehi-

cle upon any public or private off-street parking
facility or upon land or premises where the owner
or the person occupying or having possession, or
the agents thereof, have posted on such public or
private off-street parking facility or other land or
premises a notice in substantially the following
form, and where the permission referred to in the
notice has not been granted:

1. A statement that parking is restricted, and
to whom it applies:

Examples:

Parking for XXX customers only
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This space reserved for XXX
Parking for tenants only

No parking in this area
Parking by permit holders only

2. A statement that violators may or will be
cited:
Examples:

Violators will be cited by Pittsburg Police

Unauthorized vehicles will be cited or
towed at owner’s expense

3. A reference to this municipal code sec-
tion:
Example:

See Pittsburg Code

§ 10.58.030.

Municipal

B. Lettering shall be on a contrasting 24-inch
by 24-inch background.

C. Nothing in this section shall be construed as
placing a requirement upon the police department
to patrol such private property for violations, and
no enforcement action shall be taken except upon
specific request by an authorized agent, owner or
person in lawful possession or control thereof.
[Ord. 777 § 1, 1979.]

10.58.040 Interference with use of property.

No person, without permission of the owner or
person entitled to possession thereof, shall park
any motor vehicle in or upon any private property
so as to interfere with the use thereof. [Ord. 777
§1,1979]

10.58.050 Unlawful parking.

It is unlawful for any person to operate, drive, or
leave any vehicle in, over or upon any private prop-
erty without the express or implied permission of
the owner thereof, the person entitled to the posses-
sion thereof for the time being, or the authorized
agent of either. [Ord. 777 § 1, 1979.]

10.58.060 Removal of vehicles.

Any regularly employed or salaried officer of
the police department, the owner of any private
property, the person entitled to the possession
thereof for the time being, or the authorized agent
of either may remove or cause to be removed any
vehicle parked or left standing on any private prop-
erty in violation of the provisions of PMC
10.58.030 and 10.58.050, pursuant to Vehicle
Code Sections 21107.8 and 22651(N). [Ord. 777
§1,1979]

10.58.070 Liability for wrongful removal of
vehicles.

If a vehicle removed from private property was
rightfully there, the person who complained of the
presence of such vehicle and/or the person (other
than the employees of the police department) who
caused such vehicle to be removed shall be liable
for any and all charges for towing and for caring for
and keeping safe such vehicle. [Ord. 777 §1,
1979.]

10.58.080 Regulation not exclusive.

This chapter is not the exclusive regulation of
parking on public and private property. It is in
addition to other codes, statutes and ordinances
enacted by the city and state, including but not lim-
ited to Chapters 8.04, 8.12, 10.16 and 18.16 PMC.
[Ord. 935 § 12, 1987.]
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Chapter 10.59
SHOPPING CART REGULATIONS
Sections:
Article 1. General Provisions

10.59.010
10.59.020
10.59.030
10.59.040
10.59.050
10.59.060
10.59.070

Purpose.

Definitions.

Enforcement authority.
Authority to inspect.

Alternative remedies.
Additional rules and regulations.
Severability.

Atrticle 11. Signs on Shopping Carts — Required

10.59.210 Requirements.

Article I11. Removal, Abandonment, Alteration,

Possession — Prohibited

Prohibition.
Penalty.
Exceptions.

10.59.310
10.59.320
10.59.330

Avrticle IV. Mandatory Evaluation Report and Plan
to Prevent Cart Removal

10.59.410 Plan elements.

10.59.420 Evaluation report.

10.59.430 Timeliness and approval process for
prevention plan or evaluation report.

10.59.440 Penalties for failing to submit a
prevention plan or to implement
prevention measures.

10.59.450 Exceptions.

Acrticle V. Retrieval of Shopping Carts by City
10.59.510 Authority to impound.

Acrticle VI. Authority to Impound Without Three-
Day Notice to Owner

10.59.610 Requirements.

Article VII. Shopping Cart Retrieval Businesses

10.59.710 Records required.
10.59.720 Sign required.
10.59.730 Violations.

Article I. General Provisions

10.59.010 Purpose.

A. Abandoned shopping carts constitute a nui-
sance, create potential hazards to the health and
safety of the public, and interfere with pedestrian
and vehicular traffic within the city of Pittsburg.
Wrecked, dismantled and/or abandoned shopping
carts on public or private property create condi-
tions that reduce property values and promote
blight and deterioration within the city’s neighbor-
hoods.

B. The purpose of this chapter is to make the
removal of shopping carts from the premises of a
business establishment a violation of this code. In
addition, this chapter ensures that storeowners will
take action to reduce the removal of shopping carts
from a business establishment’s premises. This
chapter will require business establishment owners
to facilitate in the retrieval of those shopping carts
removed from the establishment’s premises. [Ord.
1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.020 Definitions.

A. “Abandoned shopping cart” means any cart
removed from a business establishment’s premises
without written permission of the owner and
located on either public or private property.

B. “Business of shopping cart retrieval” means
a business that searches for, gathers and restores
possession to the owner, or an agent thereof, for
compensation or in expectation of compensation of
shopping carts located outside the premises or
parking area of a business establishment.

C. “Owner” means any person or entity within
a business establishment who owns, possesses, or
has the power to make a shopping cart available to
customers. For the purpose of this chapter,
“owner” includes, but is not limited to, the store
owner, manager, on-site manager, on-duty man-
ager or other designated agent of a business estab-
lishment providing shopping carts for customer
use.
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D. “Parking area” means a parking lot or other
property provided by a business establishment for
use by a customer for parking an automobile or
other vehicle.

E. “Premises” means the entire area owned,
rented, leased, or utilized by a business establish-
ment that provides shopping carts for customer
use, including parking areas.

F. “Shopping cart” means a basket which is
mounted on wheels or a similar device generally
used in a business establishment by a customer for
the purpose of transporting goods of any kind. This
includes, but is not limited to, laundry, grocery or
shopping carts. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.030 Enforcement authority.

The city manager, police chief and their desig-
nated agents (city official) and designated code
enforcement officers shall have the authority and
powers necessary to determine whether a violation
of this chapter exists and to take appropriate action
to gain compliance with the provisions of this
chapter and applicable state codes. These powers
include the power to issue administrative citations
and to inspect public and private property. It also
includes the power to impose civil penalties for any
violation of this chapter. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.040 Authority to inspect.

The city official is authorized to enter upon any
property or premises to ascertain whether the pro-
visions of this chapter or applicable state codes are
being obeyed, and to make any examinations as
may be necessary in the performance of their
enforcement duties. All inspections, entries and
examinations shall be done in a reasonable manner.
If an owner, tenant, occupant or agent or other
responsible party refuses to grant the city permis-
sion to enter or inspect, the city may seek a warrant
pursuant to applicable law. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.050 Alternative remedies.

Nothing in this chapter shall prevent the city
from pursuing criminal, civil, administrative or any
other legal remedy to address violations of this
chapter. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.060 Additional rules and regulations.
In addition to the provisions and requirements of
this chapter, the city council may, from time to

time, by resolution, establish additional rules and
regulations concerning programs, practices and
regulations pertaining to shopping cart retrieval.
[Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.070 Severability.

If any section, subsection, sentence, clause,
phrase or portion of this chapter is for any reason
held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the deci-
sion of any court of competent jurisdiction, such
decision shall not affect the validity of the remain-
ing portions of this chapter. The city council
declares that it would have adopted such section,
subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion
thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more
sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases
or portions be declared invalid or unconstitutional.
[Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

Avrticle 1. Signs on Shopping
Carts — Required

10.59.210 Requirements.

Every shopping cart owned or provided by a
business establishment in the city must have a sign
permanently affixed to it that contains the follow-
ing information:

A. ldentifies the owner of the shopping cart or
the name of the business establishment, or both;

B. Notifies the public of the procedure to be
used for authorized removal of a shopping cart
from the establishment’s premises;

C. Notifies the public that the unauthorized
removal of a shopping cart from the premises or
parking area of a business establishment, or the
unauthorized possession of a shopping cart is a vio-
lation of state law;

D. Displays a permanently affixed sticker noti-
fying the public that the unauthorized removal of
the shopping cart from the premises of a business
establishment, or the unauthorized possession of a
shopping cart is a violation of local municipal
code; and

E. Listsavalid telephone number or address for
returning the shopping cart removed from the pre-
mises or parking area to the owner or retailer. [Ord.
1166 § 2, 2000.]
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Article 111. Removal, Abandonment,
Alteration, Possession — Prohibited

10.59.310 Prohibition.

It is unlawful to do any of the following acts if a
shopping cart has a permanently affixed sign as
required by PMC 10.59.210:

A. To remove a shopping cart from the pre-
mises or parking area of a business establishment
with the intent to temporarily or permanently
deprive the owner or retailer of possession of the
cart;

B. To be in possession of any shopping cart
with serial numbers removed, obliterated or
altered, with the intent to temporarily or perma-
nently deprive the owner or retailer of possession
of the cart;

C. To leave or abandon a shopping cart at a
location other than the premises or parking area of
the retail establishment with the intent to tempo-
rarily or permanently deprive the owner or retailer
of possession of the cart;

D. To alter, convert or tamper with a shopping
cart, or to remove any part or portion thereof or to
remove, obliterate or alter serial numbers on a cart,
with the intent to temporarily or permanently
deprive the owner or retailer of possession of the
cart;

E. To be in possession of any shopping cart
while that cart is not located on the premises or
parking lot of a business establishment, with the
intent to temporarily or permanently deprive the
owner or retailer of possession of the cart. [Ord.
1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.320 Penalty.

Any person who violates any of the provisions
of PMC 10.59.310 is guilty of a misdemeanor. The
city may use the administrative enforcement reme-
dies set forth in Chapter 1.16 PMC for violations of
this article. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.330 Exceptions.

This article shall not apply to any person who
has written consent from the owner of the shopping
cart authorizing possession or removal of the cart
from the business establishment’s premises or
authorizing any of the acts specified in PMC
10.59.310. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

Article V. Mandatory Evalua-
tion Report and Plan to Prevent
Cart Removal

10.59.410 Plan elements.

Every owner of a business establishment pro-
viding shopping carts to its customers (owner)
shall develop and implement a specific plan to pre-
vent customers from removing carts from the busi-
ness premises. The plan must include the following
elements:

A. Notice to Customers. The owner shall pro-
vide written notification to customers that the
removal of carts from the business establishment’s
premises is prohibited and a violation of state and
local law. This notification may be provided in the
form of fliers, warnings on shopping bags, or any
other written materials that will effectively inform
customers of the law.

B. Physical Measures. At least one specific
physical measure shall be implemented to prevent
cart removal from the business premises. Optional
physical measures include, but are not limited to,
the following:

1. Installing disabling devices on all carts;

2. Posting a security guard to prevent cus-
tomers from removing carts from the business pre-
mises;

3. Requiring a security deposit for use of all
carts.

C. Administrative Hearing. If a dispute arises
between the business establishment and city as to
the physical measure to be implemented at that
establishment, the business establishment may
request an administrative hearing in order to
resolve this dispute.

1. The request for hearing shall be made in
writing to the director of public services. As soon
as practicable after receiving the request for hear-
ing, the director shall request the city manager or
his or her designee to appoint a hearing officer. The
director shall schedule a date, time and place for
the hearing. A continuance of the hearing may be
granted upon written request to the director.

2. Written notice of the date, time and place
of the hearing shall be served at least 10 calendar
days prior to the hearing. Notice of the hearing
shall be sent to the business establishment by first
class mail at the address provided by the business.
The hearing shall be set no sooner than 20 days fol-
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lowing the request for hearing. [Ord. 1166 § 2,
2000.]

10.59.420 Evaluation report.

An evaluation report must be submitted each
year to the public services department or other des-
ignated unit of the city. The report shall include,
but is not limited to, the inventory of carts owned
or used by the business establishment and the num-
ber of carts replaced by that establishment due to
repair, loss, theft or abandonment. Any owner who
fails to submit an evaluation report as outlined in
this section by July 1st of each year is guilty of an
infraction. If a prevention plan was in place the
previous year, the evaluation report shall identify
and assess the measures used and approved in the
prior year. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.430 Timeliness and approval process for
prevention plan or evaluation
report.

A. A proposed plan for preventing shopping
cart removal or an evaluation report shall be sub-
mitted to the city for approval within 60 days after
the adoption of the ordinance codified in this chap-
ter and by July 1st of each year thereafter. Those
affected business establishments open after the
adoption of this chapter shall have 60 days from the
filing date on their city business license application
to submit a shopping cart removal prevention plan
to the neighborhood preservation unit for approval.
The city may reject any proposed plan if it deter-
mines that the plan is not reasonably likely to pre-
vent the removal of shopping carts from the
premises.

B. A business establishment has 30 days from
the date of city approval to implement its cart
removal prevention plan. If the proposed plan is the
same as the previous year’s, the prevention mea-
sure shall continue until the city indicates the plan
requires modification. Unless otherwise agreed,
the owner shall implement modifications to a plan
required by the city within 30 days of notification.
[Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.440 Penalties for failing to submit a
prevention plan or to implement
prevention measures.

Any owner who fails to submit a plan, imple-
ment the proposed plan or implement any required

modifications to the plan as required by the city,
within the time frames as specified in this article,
shall be required to place disabling devices on all
carts owned, leased or used by the business estab-
lishment to prevent removal of carts from the busi-
ness premises and parking lots. Any owner who
fails to place a disabling device on all carts, if
applicable, is guilty of a misdemeanor. [Ord. 1166
§ 2, 2000.]

10.59.450 Exceptions.

Any business establishment that has contracted
for daily retrieval of abandoned shopping carts
with a licensed shopping cart retrieval business,
and provides quarterly reports to the city on the
effectiveness of the retrieval program, shall be
exempt from the prevention plan requirements as
set forth in PMC 10.59.410(B), 10.59.430 and
10.59.440. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

Article V. Retrieval of Shopping
Carts by City

10.59.510 Authority to impound.

A. The city of Pittsburg may impound a shop-
ping cart when all of the following conditions are
satisfied:

1. The shopping cart has a sign affixed to it
as required by PMC 10.59.210;

2. The shopping cart is located outside the
premises or parking area of a business establish-
ment. The parking area of a business establishment
located in a multi-store complex or shopping center
shall include the entire parking area used by the
complex or center; and

3. Exceptas provided in PMC 10.59.610, the
shopping cart is not retrieved within three days
from the date the owner of the shopping cart, or his
or her agent, receives actual notice from the city of
the shopping cart’s discovery and location.

B. Ininstances where the location of a shopping
cart will impede emergency services, the city is
authorized to immediately retrieve the shopping
cart from public or private property.

C. Any shopping cart that is impounded by the
city pursuant to this section shall be held at a loca-
tion that is both:

1. Reasonably convenient to the owner of the
shopping cart; and
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2. Open for business at least six hours of
each business day.

D. Any shopping cart not reclaimed from the
city within 30 days of receipt of a notice of viola-
tion by the owner of the shopping cart may be sold
or otherwise disposed of by the city.

E. The city may impose an administrative pen-
alty on the owner of a shopping cart in an amount
not to exceed $50.00 for each occurrence in excess
of three during a specified six-month period for
failure to retrieve shopping carts in accordance
with this section. An occurrence includes all shop-
ping carts impounded in accordance with this sec-
tion in a one-day period. The owner’s right of
appeal shall be as set forth in Chapter 1.08 PMC.

F. The city is authorized to recover actual costs
incurred for impounding a shopping cart under the
authority provided in subsections (A) and (B) of
this section. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

Article VI. Authority to Impound
Without Three-Day Notice to Owner

10.59.610 Requirements.

Notwithstanding PMC 10.59.510(A)(3), the city
may impound a shopping cart that otherwise meets
the criteria set forth in PMC 10.59.510(A)(1) and
(A)(2) without complying with the three-day
advance notice requirement; provided, that:

A. The owner of the shopping cart, or his or her
agent, is provided actual notice within 24 hours fol-
lowing the impound and that the notice informs the
owner, or his or her agent, as to the location where
the shopping cart may be claimed.

B. Any shopping cart so impounded shall be
held at a location in compliance with PMC
10.59.510.

C. Any shopping cart reclaimed by the owner,
or his or her agent, within three business days fol-
lowing the date of actual notice shall be released
and surrendered to the owner or agent at no charge
whatsoever, including the waiver of any impound
and storage fees or fines that would otherwise be
applicable pursuant to PMC 10.59.510(E) and (F).
Any cart reclaimed within the three-business-day
period shall not be deemed an occurrence for pur-
poses of PMC 10.59.510(E).

D. Any shopping cart not reclaimed by the
owner, or his or her agent, within three business
days following the date of actual notice shall be

subject to any applicable fee or penalty imposed
pursuant to PMC 10.59.510(E) and (F) commenc-
ing on the fourth business day following the date of
the notice.

E. Any shopping cart not reclaimed by the
owner, or his or her agent, within 30 days of receipt
following the date of actual notice may be sold or
disposed of as provided for in PMC 10.59.510(D).
[Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

Article VII. Shopping Cart
Retrieval Businesses

10.59.710 Records required.

Any person who engages in the business of
shopping cart retrieval shall have a city business
license, and shall retain records showing written
authorization from the shopping cart owner, or any
agent thereof, to retrieve the cart or carts and to be
in possession of the cart or carts retrieved. A copy
of the record showing written authorization shall
be maintained in each vehicle used for shopping
cart retrieval. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.720 Sign required.

Each vehicle employed for the retrieval of shop-
ping carts shall display a sign that clearly identifies
the retrieval service. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]

10.59.730 Violations.

Any person who violates the provisions of this
article is guilty of a misdemeanor. In addition, the
city may use the administrative enforcement reme-
dies set forth in Chapter 1.16 PMC for violations of
this article. [Ord. 1166 § 2, 2000.]
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Chapter 10.60

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS
MANAGEMENT

Sections:

10.60.010
10.60.020
10.60.030
10.60.040

Findings.
Purpose.
Goal.
Objectives.

10.60.010 Findings.

The city council finds that:

A. Transportation systems management (TSM)
programs have the potential to reduce vehicle trips
and vehicle emissions more efficiently and cost
effectively than major roadway improvements;

B. For many years prior to the passage of Mea-
sure C, local jurisdictions developed and imple-
mented a variety of TSM projects and programs,
e.g., operation of transit systems, construction of
bicycle facilities, land use policy coordination and
related improvements;

C. The Contra Costa Transportation Authority
(“the authority”) has committed both Measure C
and transportation fund for clean air (TFCA) funds
to four subarea programs for the implementation of
Measure C and clean air plan goals;

D. In compliance with the requirements con-
tained in the authority’s model TSM ordinance,
large employers are required to develop and imple-
ment trip reduction programs at work sites; pursu-
ant to that requirement, implementation of the
model TSM ordinance was delegated to Tri-Delta
Transit;

E. The countywide comprehensive transporta-
tion plan incorporates each regional committee’s
action plan for routes of regional significance,
which support specific TSM goals and objectives;

F. Over the past four years, the subarea TSM
programs have been successful in reducing vehicle
trips and emissions at the employment sites speci-
fied in the authority’s model TSM ordinance as
well as in school and residential areas where pro-
grams have been implemented,;

G. Since adoption of the authority’s model
TSM ordinance, TSM efforts have been expanded
to include aspects of the transportation systems
other than employer programs, e.g., enhancement
of transit and bicycle facilities, incorporation of

new technologies into the system, land use policy
coordination and related enhancements;

H. Cooperation and coordination with other
local jurisdictions and regions in TSM will
enhance the efficiency and cost-effectiveness of
the TSM efforts; and

I. Adoption of this chapter is in the best inter-
ests of the public health, safety and general welfare
and is in accordance with the policies, goals and
objectives set forth in the authority’s model TSM
ordinance. [Ord. 1139 § 2, 1997.]

10.60.020 Purpose.

This chapter is enacted by the city for the fol-
lowing purposes:

A. To assist staff in continuing the implementa-
tion of the model TSM ordinance and programs
contained therein;

B. To promote maximum efficiency in the
existing transportation system and to further the
transportation goals of the Measure C growth man-
agement program, Contra Costa’s congestion man-
agement program and the Bay Area clean air plan
by:

1. Promoting and encouraging the use of
transit, ride sharing, bicycling, walking, flexible
work hours and telecommuting as alternatives to
solo driving,

2. Incorporating these goals and objectives
into the land use review and planning process,

3. Developing proactive programs and/or
projects either alone or in conjunction with other
jurisdictions, or with local jurisdiction’s regional
transportation planning committee aimed at
achieving these goals,

4. Considering the incorporation of appro-
priate technology designed to facilitate traffic flow,
provide transit and highway information, provide
trip generation alternatives and related technology
into the transportation system, and

5. Cooperating with other jurisdictions, the
private sector, and transit operators in planning and
implementing transportation programs;

C. To reflect an ongoing commitment to
expand TSM efforts beyond employer-based trip
reduction programs, in order to achieve traffic con-
gestion management and air quality goals; and

D. To comply with applicable state and federal
laws as well as with Measure C growth manage-
ment program requirements. [Ord. 1139 § 2, 1997.]
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10.60.030 Goal.

The goal of this chapter is to ensure the continu-
ation of proactive TSM program efforts aimed at
reducing vehicle trips, vehicle emission and traffic
congestion in the most efficient and cost effective
manner. [Ord. 1139 § 2, 1997.]

10.60.040 Obijectives.

The objectives of this chapter are to establish the
following policies:

A. The city’s participation, in conjunction with
other jurisdictions and their regional transportation
planning committee, in proactive efforts to support
and develop projects which will achieve the Mea-
sure C TSM/TDM goals as described in the
Regional Transportation Planning Committee’s
action plan; the countywide comprehensive trans-
portation plan; the Measure C strategic plan; the
congestion management plan; and/or the Bay Area
clean air plan. Such participation may include, but
need not be limited to:

1. Promotion and encouragement of the use
of transit, ride sharing, bicycling, walking, flexible
work hours, telecommuting or other alternatives to
solo driving, and

2. Projects incorporating appropriate tech-
nology designed to facilitate traffic flow, provide
transit and highway information and related tech-
nology;

B. To incorporate these goals into the city’s
land use review and planning process. [Ord. 1139
82,1997]
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