

















GOALS, VISION AND FRAMEWORK POLICIES

member of regional planning organizations where
it simultaneously advances the interests of
Redmond citizens and works toward regional goals.

Though the City has experienced growth and
change during the past 20 years, Redmond has
maintained its distinctive character. The quality
design of new development is a reflection of the
value Redmond citizens place on the community’s
appearance. Care has also been taken to employ
special treatments on identified streets and
pathways, and to enhance the comfort, safety, and
usability of public places. Public view corridors and
entryways have been
identified, preserved,
and enhanced. The
City’s historic roots
are still apparent

@ through preservation
| of special sites,

§ structures, and

= s buildings.
== Interpretive signage
has been used in addition to enhance the City’s
sense of its heritage.

Community gathering places are found
throughout the City. Spaces for parks and plazas
have been acquired and
improved by the City or
incorporated into new
developments. Both
public and private

investment into

place-makinghas

created spaces

where informal

social gatherings occur. The City has continued to
sponsor community events in public places.

o
o

Care has been given to preserve elements of the

natural environment. Landscaping regulations

have ensured preservation of special natural areas
and significant trees that
define the character of the
City. New landscaping
has, when appropriate,
incorporated native plants.
Areas of open space and
forested groves near Town
Center, along Redmond

Way, and in other

locations have

been preserved.

Through creative

design, public and

private projects have incorporated natural features
and enhanced natural systems.

The cost of maintaining Redmond’s quality
services and facilities is borne equitably. Redmond
continues to draw from diverse revenue streams in
order to finance capital facility projects. The public
facility costs associated with new growth are
recovered in part using impact fees that reflect up
to date costs, including those related to land and
construction. In addition, Redmond continues to
seek grants and other outside funding in order to
maintain its high quality of life.

|

3 .\
Public participation

Redmond is an effective, responsive local
government that responds to and anticipates the
changing needs of the community. Many citizens
actively participate in Redmond’s planning process
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and system improvements, and their preferences
are incorporated so that Redmond continues to be
the community desired by its citizens.

In 2022, as in 2003, Redmond is a community of
good neighbors.

C. Framework Policies

To be effective, the goals and vision must be
translated into policies, plan designations and
actions. The framework policies are the
overarching policies that help to communicate how
the community wants Redmond to look and feel
over the next 20 years and that set the direction for
the rest of the Comprehensive Plan. In contrast,
policies in the various elements, such as Land Use
or Housing, are more detailed and describe
methods of accomplishing the vision. The
framework policies are not listed in priority order,
and need to be viewed as a whole that is balanced
over time.

Participation and Evaluation

GOALS, VISION AND FRAMEWORK POLICIES

FW-3  Establish and support a culture of
dialogue and partnership among City
officials, residents, property owners, the
business community, and agencies and
organizations.

FW-4  Evaluate the effectiveness of policies,
regulations and other implementation
actions in achieving Redmond’s goals
and vision for the future, and take action

as needed.

Conservation and Natural Environment
FW-5  Protect the ecological functions of area
ecosystems and enhance the quality of
the natural environment by protecting
and restoring important critical areas,
such as streams, wetlands, and Aquifer
Recharge Areas, and by retaining and
protecting significant trees and other
natural resources.

FW-1  Encourage active participation by all
members of the Redmond community
in planning for Redmond’s future.
Public participation FW-6 DProtect and restore the natural resources
) ) .. and ecological functions of shorelines,
FW-2 hen preparing City policies and maintain and enhance physical and
refglltlatlons, tak.e 1nto acc}(: uln t thlf.IgOOd visual public access, and give preference
of the community as a who'e, Wire to uses that are unique or dependent on
treating property owners fairly and shoreline locations
allowing some reasonable economic use '
for all properties. Require predictability
and timeliness in permit decisions.
2-8 Reprinted 12106 REDMOND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN
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GOALS, VISION AND FRAMEWORK POLICIES

Support Redmond as an urban
community that values clean air and
water, views of stars at night, and quiet

neighborhoods.

Emphasize Redmond’s role as an
environmental steward by conducting
City business in a manner that:

@ Increases community understanding
of the natural environment and
participation in protecting it through
education and involvement programs;

@ Promotes
sustainable land
use patterns and
low-impact
development
practices; and

@ Leads by example
in the
conservation of
natural resources
such as energy, water and trees, and
avoidance of adverse environmental
impacts.

Land Use

FW-9

FW-10

Ensure that the land use pattern
accommodates carefully planned levels
of development, fits with existing uses,
safeguards the environment, reduces
sprawl, promotes efficient use of land
and provision of services and facilities,
encourages an appropriate mix of
housing and jobs, and helps maintain
Redmond’s sense of community and
character.

Ensure that the land use pattern in
Redmond meets the following
objectives:

& Takes into account the land’s
characteristics and directs

FW-11

A
o

development away from
environmentally critical areas and
important natural resources;

@ Encourages redevelopment of
properties that are underutilized or
inconsistent with the Comprehensive
Plan designation;

@ Preserves land north and east of the
City, outside of the Urban Growth
Area, for long-term agricultural use,
recreation, and uses consistent with
rural character;

@ Provides for attractive, affordable,
high-quality, and stable residential
neighborhoods that include a variety
of housing choices;

@ Focuses and promotes office, housing,
and retail development in the
Downtown and Overlake Urban
Centers;

@ Retains and encourages research and
development, high technology, and
manufacturing uses in portions of
Overlake, Downtown, Willows, and

SE Redmond;

@ Provides for industrial uses in suitable
areas, such as portions of the Bear

Creek Neighborhood;

@ Provides opportunities to meet daily
shopping or service needs close to
residences and work places; and

€ Maintains and enhances an extensive
system of parks, trails, and open space.

Plan to accommodate a future
population of 72,000 people and an
employment base of 118,000 jobs in the
City of Redmond by the year 2022.
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FW-12 Promote a development pattern and
urban design that enable people to
readily use alternative modes of
transportation, including walking,
bicycling, transit, and car pools.

Village ar Overlake Station

Housing

FW-13 Create opportunities for the market to
provide a diversity of housing types,
sizes, densities and prices in Redmond
to serve all economic segments and
household types, including those with
special needs related to age, health, or
disability.

FW-14 Encourage a housing supply in
Redmond and nearby communities that
enables more people to live closer to
work, reduce commuting needs, and
participate more fully in the
community.

GOALS, VISION AND FRAMEWORK POLICIES

Economic Development
FW-15 Support sustainable and
environmentally sound economic
growth with appropriate land use
regulations and infrastructure
investments.

FW-16 Maintain a strong and diverse economy
and tax base that provide a variety of job
opportunities, support the provision of
excellent local services and public
education, and keep pace with economic
and demographic changes.

FW-17 Maintain and enhance a broad variety of
retail and service business choices that
meets the needs of the greater Redmond
community.

Neighborhoods

FW-18

Strengthen ongoing communication
between each neighborhood and City
officials.

Neigborbood matching gmntrjct.

FW-19 Make each neighborhood a better place
to live or work by preserving and
fostering each neighborhood’s unique
character, while providing for
compatible growth in residences and
other land uses, such as businesses,
services, or parks.

2-10
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GOALS, VISION AND FRAMEWORK POLICIES

Downtown

FW-20 Promote an economically healthy
Downtown that is unique, attractive,
and offers a
variety of retail,
office, service,
residential,
cultural, and
recreational
opportunities.

FW-21 Nurture a Downtown Redmond that
reflects the City’s history and small-
town look and feel, preserves its natural
setting, integrates urban park-like
qualities, and serves as the primary
community gathering place and
entertainment and cultural destination

for the greater Redmond area.

FW-22

Enhance the pedestrian ambiance of
Downtown through public and private
investments.

FW-23

o
o

Foster Old Town’s identity as a
destination that has retained its historic
identity and traditional downtown
character, is linked through attractive
pedestrian connections to the rest of
Downtown, and provides an inviting
atmosphere in which to shop, stroll, or
sit during the day and evening.

Overlake

FW-24

Support the Overlake Urban Center as a
focus for high technology and other
employment located within a vibrant
urban setting that provides
opportunities to live, shop and recreate
close to workplaces. Make public and
private investments that reinforce the
desired character and increase the
attractiveness of the Overlake Urban
Center as a place in which to walk,
bicycle and use transit.

FW-25

Ensure that development and
investments in the Overlake Urban
Center address transportation issues of
concern to both Redmond and Bellevue,
help to retain the character of nearby
residential neighborhoods, and enhance
a green character within the area
through addition of parks, street trees
and landscaping as well as retention of
significant trees and other natural
features.
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Parks and Recreation

FW-26 Maintain and promote a vibrant system
of parks, trails, open space, art, and
recreational facilities that provides
infrastructure designed to meet
community needs, enhances Redmond’s
high quality of life, and protects its
natural beauty.

Sammamish River fﬁzil

FW-27 Provide citizens of all ages, including
seniors and teens, with diverse,
attractive, safe, and accessible
recreational and cultural opportunities.
Accommodate a broad range of
community interests including active
programs, such as sports, as well as
opportunities for passive enjoyment,
such as gathering areas and art, within a
variety of civic settings.

Facilities and Services

FW-28 Plan, finance, build, rehabilitate, and

maintain capital facilities and services

consistent with the following principles:

@ Provide facilities and services that
support the City’s vision and Land
Use Plan as articulated in the
Redmond Comprehensive Plan;

@ Ensure that capital facilities are well-
designed, attractive, and safe;

@ Provide facilities and services that

protect public health and safety;

¢ Ensure adequate provision of needed
infrastructure and services;

# Allocate infrastructure funding
responsibilities fairly; and

@ Establish priorities for improvements
and provide reasonable certainty that
needed facility and service
improvements are completed within a
reasonable time.

Ensure that the cost of capital facility
improvements are borne in proportion
to the benefit received. Allocate the cost
of facilities that are generated by and
that benefit growth to those generating
that growth.

Transportation

Ensure that Redmond’s character as a
green city with a small-town feel is
protected when planning, constructing,
and maintaining the transportation
system. Prioritize, plan, and invest in
transportation to achieve Redmond’s
land use and community character
objectives, while accommodating the
adopted population and employment
growth targets.

Develop strong local transportation
connections that are multi-modal, well-
designed, and appropriately located for
the movement of people, goods, and
freight among Redmond’s Downtown,
residences, shopping, employment,
government, parks, and schools.

2-12
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FW-33

GOALS, VISION AND FRAMEWORK POLICIES

E . -
Downtown Redmond Park and Ride

Promote mobility choices by developing
a range of practical transportation
alternatives. Increase transportation
investments that enhance the
attractiveness of walking, bicycling,
local and regional transit routes, and
ridesharing to promote the quality of life
and health of Redmond’s citizens and
the environment. Address travel
demand through mobility choices, as
well as through projects and programs
that increase street safety and operating
efficiency.

Develop strategies to influence regional
decisions and leverage transportation
investments to support and complement
Redmond’s land use, community
character, and transportation objectives
and to increase mobility, choice, and
access between the City and the region
for people, goods, and information.

Community Character

FW-34

FW-35

Maintain Redmond as a green city with
an abundance of trees, forested areas,
open space, parks, wildlife habitats,
riparian corridors, access to shorelines,
and other elements of its beautiful
natural setting.

Retain Redmond’s small-town feel,
while accommodating urban growth.

FW-36

FW-37

A
o

Ensure that building and site design
maintain and enhance Redmond’s
character, retain identities unique to
neighborhoods and districts, and create
places that are high-quality, attractive,
and inviting to people.

Preserve Redmond’s heritage, including
historic links to native cultures, logging,
and farming, and its image as the Bicycle
Capital of the Northwest, as an
important element of the community’s
character.

FW-38

FW-39

FW-40

Retain and attract small- to medium-
sized and locally owned businesses in
Redmond to offer distinctive goods and
services.

Provide a variety of gathering places in
the community that supply citizens with
opportunities to enjoy the arts or views,
to recreate, or to meet with others.

Promote opportunities to enhance
public enjoyment of river and lake vistas
and provide public places to take
advantage of the Sammamish River as a
community green gathering place.
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FW-44

Sammamish River Trail FW-45

FW-41 Enhance Redmond as a community that
is child-friendly and safe; supports
neighborhoods, families and
individuals; and is characterized by
diversity, innovation, creativity, and
energy.

Human Services

FW-42 Improve the welfare and independence FW-46
of Redmond citizens by supporting the
provision of human services to all in the
community.

b GOALS, VISION AND FRAMEWORK POLICIES

Regional Planning and Annexation

Develop and support regional policies,
strategies, and investments that reflect
the vision and policies of the Redmond
Comprehensive Plan. Achieve local
goals and values by participating fully in
implementation of the Growth
Management Act, VISION 2020, and
the King County Countywide Planning

Policies.

Work with other jurisdictions and
agencies, educational and other
organizations, and the business
community to develop and carry out a
coordinated, regional approach for
meeting the various needs of Eastside
communities, including housing,
human services, economic vitality, parks
and recreation, transportation, and
environmental protection.

Work cooperatively with residents and
property owners to annex all land within
the designated Potential Annexation
Area.

Meals on Wheels amtion

FW-43 Ensure that human service programs
reflect and are sensitive to the cultural,
economic and social diversity of the

City.

Ord. 2481; Ord. 2230
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