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Roads and Bridges—General Provisions 36.75.070

36.75.070 Highways worked seven years are county 
roads.

All public highways in this state, outside incorporated cit-
ies and towns and not designated as state highways, which have
been used as public highways for a period of not less than seven
years, where they have been worked and kept up at the expense
of the public, are county roads. [1963 c 4 §  36.75.070. Prior:
1955 c 361 §  2; prior: 1945 c 125 §  1, part; 1937 c 187 §  10,
part; Rem. Supp. 1945 §  6450-10, part.]

36.75.080 Highways used ten years are county roads.
All public highways in this state, outside incorporated cit-

ies and towns and not designated as state highways which have
been used as public highways for a period of not less than ten
years are county roads: PROVIDED, That no duty to maintain
such public highway nor any liability for any injury or damage
for failure to maintain such public highway or any road signs
thereon shall attach to the county until the same shall have been
adopted as a part of the county road system by resolution of the
county commissioners. [1963 c 4 §  36.75.080. Prior: 1955 c
361 §  3; prior: 1945 c 125 §  1, part; 1937 c 187 §  10, part;
Rem. Supp. 1945 §  6450-10, part.]

36.75.090 Abandoned state highways.
All public highways in this state which have been a part of

the route of a state highway and have been or may hereafter be
no longer necessary as such, if situated outside of the limits of
incorporated cities or towns, shall, upon certification thereof by
the state department of transportation to the legislative authority
of the county in which any portion of the highway is located, be-
come a county road of the county, and if situated within the cor-
porate limits of any city or town shall upon certification thereof
by the state department of transportation to the mayor of the city
or town in which any portion of the highway is located become
a street of the city or town. Upon the certification the secretary
of transportation shall execute a deed, which shall be duly ac-
knowledged, conveying the abandoned highway or portion
thereof to the county or city as the case may be. [1984 c 7 §  28;
1977 ex.s. c 78 §  4; 1963 c 4 §  36.75.090. Prior: 1955 c 361 §
4; prior: 1953 c 57 §  1; 1945 c 125 §  1, part; 1937 c 187 §  10,
part; Rem. Supp. 1945 §  6450-10, part.]
NOTES:

Severability—1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.

36.75.100 Informalities not fatal.
No informalities in the records in laying out, establishing,

or altering any public highways existing on file in the offices of
the various county auditors of this state or in the records of the
department or the transportation commission, may be construed
to invalidate or vacate the public highways. [1984 c 7 §  29;
1963 c 4 §  36.75.100. Prior: 1937 c 187 §  11; RRS §  6450-11.]
NOTES:

Severability—1984 c 7: See note following RCW 47.01.141.

36.75.110 True locations to be determined—Survey.
Whenever the board declares by resolution that the true lo-

cation, course, or width of any county road is uncertain and that
the same should be determined, it shall direct the county road
engineer to make examination and survey thereof.

This shall embrace an examination and survey of the orig-
inal petition, report, and field notes on the establishment of such
road; a survey of the present traveled roadway; all topography
within a reasonable distance and having a bearing on the true lo-
cation of such road; the distance from the center line of the trav-
eled roadway to the nearest section and quarter section corners;
a map of sufficient scale accurately showing the above with
field notes thereon; a map on the same scale showing the origi-
nal field notes, such field notes to be transposed and the same
meridian used on both maps. [1963 c 4 §  36.75.110. Prior: 1937
c 187 §  12; RRS §  6450-12.]

36.75.120 Action to determine true location.
When the true location, course, or width of a county road,

which was prior thereto uncertain, has been reported by the ex-
amining engineer, the board shall file an action in the superior
court of such county for the determination thereof. All persons
affected by the determination of the true location, course, or
width insofar as the same may vary from the originally estab-
lished location, course, or width shall be made parties defendant
in such action and service had and return made as in the case of
civil actions. Upon the hearing the court shall consider the sur-
vey, maps, and all data with reference to the investigation of the
examining engineer and may demand such further examination
as it may deem necessary and any objection of any party defen-
dant may be heard and considered. The court shall determine
the true location, course, and width of the road and may in its
discretion assess the cost of such action against the county to be
paid from the county road fund. [1963 c 4 §  36.75.120. Prior:
1937 c 187 §  13; RRS §  6450-13.]






